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Where did all the construction go? 


NECC forced to hold 
up on major building 
projects 


By DAviD WILLIS 
Editor 


NECC’s two major construction 
projects, the new technology center 
and remodeling of the Student 
Center, have both been delayed and 
are now months past their original 
starting dates. 

The technology center was 
scheduled to begin construction this 
past May or June with the goal of 
being finished by July 2004, accord- 
ing to NECC President David 
Hartleb, but the project is now indef- 
initely delayed. 

According to Hartleb, Gov. 
Romney’s office has put off all con- 
struction on college campuses in 
Massachusetts until further notice, 
because the governor is assessing 
whether or not the state can afford 


the projects. Those already in pro- 
duction were allowed to go on, but 
any project in the planning stage was 
halted. 

The technology center will cost 
the state $7.5 million, with the col- 
lege paying an additional $2 million. 
Also, colleges need approval from 
the state to build anything on the 
campus. 

Hartleb is upset by this situation 
because the college had already 
received approval to receive the 
money for the center, which is 
planned to be a state-of-the-art tech- 
nology facility housing both educa- 
tional tools and elements such as 
video conferencing areas, which peo- 
ple from around the state would 
come to use. 

The timeline for the start of this 
project is unknown at this time, 
because the college has no idea when 
the state will unfreeze the budget. 
Hartleb said that Romney’s adminis- 
tration has already delayed a decision 
a number of times, so no end can be 
predicted. 

Hartleb said the delay could 


cause trouble, because it is unknown 
how long the construction company 
will keep its offer on the table. 

After putting the contract out to 
bid, NECC received an offer, 
$350,000 under the projected cost. 
But that deal could be in jeopardy if 
the starting date is not made available 
soon. The contract has already been 
extended four times, and the compa- 
ny has no obligation to keep it on the 
table, since the state has not signed it 
due to their current freeze on con- 
struction. 

Mark Andrews, the vice presi- 
dent of administration, was quick to 
point out that this hold has nothing to 
do with an error on the college’s part. 
Andrews said that the college has 
been called a model of efficiency for 
planning a project of this size. 

He said that the college has done 
an exceptional job in the first steps of 
the program, including producing the 
study plan and construction p!an. He 
said he has also traveled to such col- 
leges as Boston University and 
Bentley to see how they constructed 
technology classrooms. He said that 


Campus construction at a glance 


¢ Original date to begin construction on the 
Technology Center: May/June 2003 


¢ Current date for start of construction: Undetermined 


¢ Original date to begin construction on the Student 


Center: May 2003 


i 


¢ Current date to begin construction: May 2004 


¢ Projected date of completion of Student Center: 


Jan. 2005 


the state has used NECC’s plan as a 
model for showing other colleges 
how to handle the major job. 

“The state has held up that 
NECC’s plans were done to the high- 
est possible standard,” said Andrews. 
“But the rules have changed.” 


Andrews and Hartleb said the 
state has acknowledged NECC has a 
need for the tech center, due to 
crowding and the need to go forward 
in technology. Yet the project 
remains stalled. 


See CONSTRUCTION, page 5 


MassPIRG looking to repair relationship with NECC 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Since the controversial exit of the 
MassPIRG organizer three weeks 
into the Fall 2002 semester, NECC 
has been without a leader of the pro- 
gram for nearly a year. A new coordi- 
nator, Leslie Mendoza, has arrived to 
organize the Haverhill and Lawrence 
campuses. 

However, campus officials have 
expressed skepticism because of the 
organization’s troubled past at 
NECC. 

MassPIRG, a statewide program 
helping students organize on social, 
political and environmental issues, 
has a negative history on campus. 
Even before the abrupt departure of 
last year’s organizer, Jon Rossal, 
problems had developed. 

From 1997 to 2003, there were 
instances of MassPIRG workers 
neglecting, abandoning and even 
refusing to work with students, 


according to Dina Brown, coordina- 
tor of Student Activities and 
Orientation at NECC. 

“TI saw great things being done 
with it,” Brown said. “However, over 
time, my enthusiasm for this organi- 
zation waned.” 

The organization itself has been 
questioned on various occasions by 
the college administration on how 
MassPIRG was carrying out its goals. 

Mendoza plans on “starting a 
new chapter” in MassPIRG’s partici- 
pation at Northern Essex. 

“My goal is to get as many stu- 
dents involved as_ possible,” 
Mendoza said. “Because even though 
there are a lot of problems in this 
world, there are a lot of solutions as 
well.” 

Already she’s making progress. 
She recruited five interns who are eli- 
gible for course credit in community 
service. 

“My goal was to get at least two 
or three students, and I have five. You 
know what that means? Students at 


this campus are awesome,” Mendoza 
said. 

When asked about MassPIRG’s 
previous problems on campus, she 
said she knew very little about it. 
Mendoza hopes to rejuvenate the pro- 
gram at NECC and get students 
involved solving such relevant issues 
as global warming, hunger, home- 
lessness and pollution. Also, events 
such as “MassPIRG Day” will take 
place on both campuses Sep. 22 and 
25 to make the program known. 

“Basically, we just need people 
who are interested and willing to help 
solve these problems that face us 
everyday,” stressed Mendoza. 

Expressing the notion that public 


officials will listen to students’ 
protests, Mendoza _ said that 
MassPIRG convinced Gov. Mitt 


Romney last year to protect state 
parks. 

“Letters and postcards were writ- 
ten to the governor urging him to pro- 


See MassPIRG, page 6 
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New MassPIRG organizer 
Leslie Mendoza. 


Dina Brown, NECC coordinater 
of Student Activities. 
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New teachers are 
good news 


Now, whether the budget crisis 
NECC was faced with was handled 
correctly is a topic for another day. 
Whether the amount of jobs lost dur- 
ing the budget crunch could have 
been reduced is, and likely will be, a 
story for another issue. 

But instead of concentrating on 
that, let’s look at a very positive 
move that the college did make. 

NECC hired 12 new professors, 
according to Paul Bevilacqua, the 
vice president and dean of academic 
affairs. 

Twelve new full-time professors, 
that is a lot. That’s a great move 
since, when all is said and done, a 
college’s main responsibility is to 
teach. 

All areas of a college are impor- 
tant. A college needs to have registra- 
tion and admissions because students 
have to be able to register for college, 
and often need guidance in doing so. 
It is also very important to have 
financial aid because students need 
to pay for college. 

Quality advising is also a key 
element of a good college. Whether it 
is academic advising or career coun- 
seling, students always need guid- 
ance. 

A college must also have a quali- 
ty administration because, if run 
well, a college can prosper. However, 
like any other business, if it is run 
poorly, then it likely will not last 
long. 


But in reality, the element that is 
most important to any school, 
whether it is a college, high school or 
any other place of learning, is teach- 
ing. 

It’s great if a college has quality 
counseling, but if the professors can- 
not teach, then no one will learn. It is 
very difficult to keep a college going 
if the students are not learning any- 
thing. 

Every student wants to take a 
class with a good teacher. If the 
teacher is interesting and shows a 
passion for what he or she is teach- 
ing, then that will often reflect upon 
the students. The same is true with a 
burnt out or sub-par teacher who has 
no interest in the subject. 

The NECC administration feels 
that they have addressed those needs 
with the new hirings. Bevilacqua said 
that they have hired young, energetic 
teachers who will bring life to the 
classroom. Also, with 12 new full- 
time teachers, that will take a great 
deal of the workload off the over- 
worked teachers of Northern Essex. 

In a college that has been criti- 
cized for not employing enough full- 
time professors, NECC should be 
applauded for this move. 

President David Hartleb said that 
he believes the administration has 
dealt with Gov. Mitt Romney’s bud- 
get cuts in a way that will not affect 
students. 

While that may not be totally 
true, due to reduced office hours and 
help in areas such as academic advis- 
ing, the moves to get more professors 
was one way to help out. 
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Evelyn Haggerty, Radio Technology 
“Not really, Vietnam was not a direct 


threat to the United States.” 


Amy Leslie, Appraisal 
“No, we know who and why we are 
fighting.” 


Chris Smith, Real Estate 


“There are some similarities, but 


also a lot of differences.” 


Mike Burke Photos 


Susan Bouin, Appraisal 
“No, we have to protect our 
country.” 


KEEP YOUR QUESTIONS 
READY; FoLKS— Hes 
GoTTA COoMe@ UP FoR 


AiR Sometime! 


Mary Zouberig, Graphic Design 
“No, because when soldiers come 
back now they are treated as heros.” 


Mario Moreno, Real Estate 

“In someways, but it’s not an open 
war, it’s an army fighting pockets of 
resistance from a regime.” 
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Dr. Claw and Democratic debating 


By STEVIN BARTHOLOMEW 
Opinion Editor 


The words “greatest discovery in 
the history of the world” are thrown 
around way too much lately. But 
thanks to the people at kenten.com 
the greatest discovery in the history 
of the world has happened. Many 
NECC students probably remember 
the late 80’s TV show “Inspector 
Gadget” and how the face of the 
main villain, Dr. Claw was never 
revealed. 

Well, the people at kenten.com 
have done the unthinkable and found 
Dr. Claw’s face. Apparently, his face 
was never revealed on the television 
series. However, in a limeted edition 
action figure promotion, they have 
revealed his face and I am proud to 
present it to you, and finally put an 
end to the greatest mystery of our 
time. 

Secondly, I would like to talk 
about college text books; why the 
heck do they cost so much? Honestly, 
you can draw a parallel between 
insurance companies and college 
books. In Massachusetts, you are 
required to have insurance by law, 
and thanks to some great regulation, 
they can charge whatever they damn 
well please. Yours truly dishes out 
$150 a month to his insurance com- 
pany and I have minimal coverage. 
When it comes to college book pub- 
lishers, I’ve only bought my chem- 
istry book ($108.00 used!) and that is 
because we have to do problems out 


of the book. The other classes? Well, 
for now I’ll have to wing it, but once 
I make some money then maybe...if 
I have enough to cover both my 
books and insurance payment. 

On a lighter note, one thing that’s 


UNCLE 


FUNHOUSE. 


Kerry was seen as a person who is 
stoic and unemotional, and all of a 
sudden he is “crying”?! To quote 
Kit-Kat bars, “give me a break!” 
Anyone who believes that this guy 
actually cried is just dumber than a 


Amen 
Brother! 


really funny that happened lately is 
presidential hopeful John Kerry “cry- 
ing.” Now, this may be the most con- 
trived piece of “news” that I have 
ever seen. Right before this hap- 
pened, what did the polls show? 


bag of hammers. I mean, maybe he 
cried, but it’s probably because he 
keeps falling behind Howard Dean 
when he (Kerry) should clearly be in 
the lead. 

The best thing to come out of 


politics lately was at the Black 
Caucus’s Democratic debate. 
Reverand Al Sharpton made a point 
of saying that if it were not a 
Democratic debate, they would not 
be continually interrupted (which 


they were throughout the night with 
little response from the moderators). 
After the Sharpton finished his 
charged statement, which drew huge 
cheers from the audience, Joe 
Lieberman, who was next to speak 


on the issue at hand, wanted to thank 
Al Sharpton. So what did he say? 
“Amen brother!” Can we say funni- 
est moment in a debate ever? 

The one thing that really got 
under my skin about the debate was 
that these hopefuls kept talking about 
the fact that it has been two years and 
we still have not caught Osama Bin 
Laden, yet most of them stay firmly 
anti-war. Now by not sending troops 
all around the Middle East, we are 
supposed to find this scumbag and all 
his disillusioned followers (pardon 
my curtness, but I don’t think people 
should be killed because they don’t 
believe in the same God, or because 
they live in a country that is free and 
doesn’t brainwash young people into 
radicalism). Yes, Bush has not found 
him, not yet anyway. Then again, 
Clinton may have had a chance to 
find the sleaze but did nothing. Think 
about this: after the U.S.S. Cole was 
bombed, he did NOTHING. But 
wait! He is a Democrat and a liberal, 
so let’s go back to talking about 
Monica, because that’s important. | 
mean, a stain on a dress is much 
more newsworthy than the people 
who died on the U.S.S. Cole. 

With that all I have to say is keep 
beleving in your ideals and keep hav- 
ing fun with your life. Don’t get too 
bogged down and rember that the 
media would rather cover a million 
things that are wrong, than one thing 
that is right. And on that note have a 
nice week and keep trying to open 
the portal to Dimention X, for Krang, 
of course. 


Prisoners are lucky 
with what they have 


Dear Editor, 


I strongly disagree with the writer’s 
opinion in the article “Murder of priest 
raises moral questions.” (NECC 
Observer, Sept. 3) 

She believes that prisoners that have 
mental illnesses need to be treated with 
medication and therapy, and unless John 
Geoghan underwent an intense recovery 
program, how would his sentence make 
good. 

Criminals that are jailed in the United 
States have shelter, beds and meals. And 
in most prisons, there are TVs, VCRs and 
exercise equipment. 

Prisoners receive all this, and now we 
as taxpayers should also provide them 
with social workers and psychiatrists to 


provide an “intense recovery program” 
for sex offenders and others that are men- 
tally ill? 

As a taxpayer and a concerned citizen 
of the United States, I think there are bet- 
ter ways to spend money. 

There are so many United States citi- 
zens without health insurance or who are 
on fixed incomes and can’t afford pre- 
scriptions that are necessary for their ail- 
ments or diseases. What about our home- 
less? Prisoners have more than the home- 
less have, yet the writer of the article 
thinks that they deserve more. 

I strongly believe that prisoners are 
lucky with what they have. 


Krystyna Medina 
Salem, N.H. 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. 


Send email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop off letters: 
Observer newsroom, F-129, Behrakis Student Center 


Letters must be signed and should provide a phone number 
or email contact information. 


Open a Totally FREE Student Checking account 
and you could win a Jeep, Grand Cherokee. 


Aga stucdees, you need all the value and comenionce you can get. Thats why we created the 
Totally PREE Student Checking account. it's cacy bo access aired, Rite the name segs, totaly free 
You'll gr¢ a great accourd with lots of features that fit your Mfestyoe, like 


No minimum balance saxquinment * No fee to use other banks ATMs matioerwicie”* 

Ne monthh mainteramne charge * FREE Nethorting and FREE BitPay 

PREE View? CheckCasd © PRES incoine domestic wine trareders 
Pus, when you open pour nee account, ae give you an exclusdee “Thank You" Gat and enter 
you in cur het tel Far Swerpstabes-you could ain a ison, Grand Cherokter! To open: pour 
fotally PREE Stadent Checking arceaunt, sicit un on the Webs, coll LATT-GOV-BANK 08 stop by 
ane of cur oomvenienty located Commursty Banking Otiees tochy 


overeign Bank 


1-877-SOV-BANK 


ADRES Be AIR ROP CT ak Of Gab rake te ake Crete tet 
Ae Bate Chetek wadkeres pactane checks “ATM owner day change a aaparane toe. Uae ri 
‘Vok pas tare Conway Dares Oise Se areaqemaes Grok. “i> peat feeds 


sovereignbank.com 


Mewstowe FL 
BPE Someone Pee 


Page 4 NECC Observer 


Sept. 17, 2003 


A sad farewell to the ‘Man in Black’ 


Yesterday 
morning ] 
, woke up to the 
words of an 
: radio broad- 
caster saying, 
“Country-rock 
icon Johnny 
Cash passed 
away last night...” When I heard 
this, | was immediately upset. I con- 
sider Cash to be one of my heroes 
and an inspiration to write and record 
my own music, and his death gave 
me reason to grieve. 

Now, when I shared this unfortu- 
nate news with my peers throughout 
the day, a lot of responses I got were 
somewhere along the line of, “What, 
that guy was still alive?” It does 
seem like Johnny Cash has escaped 
death so many times already: he sur- 
vived the crashing of his tour bus 
(which may not have killed him, but 
created a fire that destroyed half the 
endangered California Condor popu- 
lation) and recovered from a full- 
blown drug addiction...twice! Also, 
though Johnny Cash never spent time 
in jail or killed anyone, the lyrics to 


Program 


his 1968 hit Folsom Prison Blues 
state, “I shot a man in Reno, just to 
watch him die,” giving him the repu- 
tation of being somewhat of a ruffi- 
an. In reality, he struggled with drugs 
and, as a result, violent behavior, but 
was heroic in the sense that he over- 
came his problem and managed to 
have a monumental career that 
spanned nearly six decades. 

My appreciation for Johnny Cash 
began at an early age. Though I did- 
n’t listen to much of his music as a 
child, I remember his live perfor- 
mance at the Topsfield Fair when I 
was eight or so, observing him from 
my premium seat on my father’s 
shoulders. “Who’s that old guy, 
Daddy?” I asked. “That’s Johnny 
Cash, Em. He’s been around since I 
was a kid.” I remember thinking how 
incredible it was to be watching a 
performer who had been performing 
since my Dad was little. It seemed 
like he must have been performing 
for hundreds of years. As a musician 
and a performer today, I still fanta- 
size about playing when I’m a 
decrepit old woman, knowing that 
people would still dig my music after 
all those years. 

This past summer, I read Johnny 
Cash’s autobiography, and my appre- 


KRT photo 


Johnny Cash; music legend and original bad boy. 


ciation for him grew into a deeper 
admiration. Born and raised on a cot- 
ton farm in Arkansas, he defines 
what country music truly is. He artic- 


ulates it best: 

“Country life as I knew it might 
really be a thing of the past and when 
music people today, performers and 


fans alike, talk about being ‘country,’ 
they don’t mean they know or even 
care about the land and the life it sus- 
tains and regulates. They’re talking 
more about choices — a way to look, 
a group to belong to, a kind of music 
to call their (own. Which: begs the 
question: Is there anything behind 
the symbols of modern ‘country’ or 
are the symbols themselves the 
whole story? Are the hats, the boots, 
the pickup trucks and the honky- 
tonking poses all that’s left of a dis- 
integrating culture? Back in 
Arkansas, a way of life produced a 
certain kind of music. Does a certain 
kind of music now produce a way of 
life?” 

Country music. For most of my 
life, I thought I hated it. But recently 
I’ve been embracing the country 
blood within myself, and with help 
from Johnny Cash’s words, I’ve been 
able to find the real connection 
between music and a way of life. 
Anyone whose childhood was spent 
climbing trees, or playing in the dirt, 
or running down the banks of a river 
like mine was can certainly relate in 
some way. Johnny Cash is a hero to 
all of us, and he will be missed. 


TUDENTS 


for College Education Assistance!!! 
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NECC budget set, but at a big cost 


Numerous jobs lost in 
dealing with budget 
cuts 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Despite the panic it caused, 
Northern Essex has managed to han- 
dle Gov. Romney’s budget cuts with 
great success, said NECC President 
David Hartleb. However, a price had 
to be paid: layoffs, a tuition hike, 
reduction in student services and 
budget cuts across the college. 

Hartleb said that the college had 
to take a $2.6 million dollar cut. 

But the college was prepared, 
and made a number of moves to deal 
with the governor’s reductions. 

One group that suffered as a 
result of the cuts were students. By 
raising student fees $10 per credit, 
the college was able to make up for 
half of the cuts, reducing the differ- 
ence to only $1.3 million, according 
to Hartleb. 

The deficit fell to $650,000 


thanks to $750,000 in extra funds 
that Hartleb was able to roll over 
from last year. 

Hartleb explained that he rolls 
over $250,000 every year in case of 
an emergency. But thanks to the rise 
in enrollment, he was able to take the 
$750,000 and put it toward this 
year’s budget. 

To make up for the final 
$650,000, however, Hartleb said that 
the college had to make a number of 
in-house cuts. 

One of the hardest hit by these 
cuts was Enrollment Services. The 
hours for Admissions, Financial Aid, 
Registration and the Bursar’s offices 
were reduced dramatically, from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. last year to 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and 8 a.m. to noon on Fridays. In 
addition to the hours, six full-time 
employees were reduced to part time, 
and three full-time employees had 
their hours reduced, according to 
Hartleb. Also, immunization clinics 
will only be available at the Haverhill 
campus, and availability will be 
reduced. 

Also hit was Academic Affairs. 
Their office hours were reduced on 


both the Haverhill and Lawrence 
campus, and due to that one part-time 
position was cut. 

But that was not the end of the 
cuts from that department. The 
instructional media center was hit 
hard with layoffs. Three full-time 
positions and one-part time position 
was reduced to only one full time. 
Also hit was the Health Education 


full-time position was reduced to two 
part-time, and in Administrative 
Services, three vacant positions were 
left open. 

Every unit in the college was cut 
4.5 percent, except Academic 
Affairs, which was cut only 3.3 per- 
cent. 

While the cuts may have been a 
tough price to pay, Hartleb believes 


—_¢>6—_——_—_—_ 


We now have a very balanced budget. 
We did what we had to do. 


—David Hartleb 
NECC President 


Support Center, in which one full- 
time and six part-time jobs were ter- 
minated. 

From the academic support cen- 
ter, two part-time staff members were 
terminated, and two _ part-time 
employees from the institutional 
technology area were cut. 

In Institutional Advancement, a 


the college is in excellent shape for 
the near future. 

“We now have a balanced bud- 
get,” said Hartleb. “We have 
absolutely done what we need to do.” 

A pleasant surprise also came 
when enrollment numbers from this 
fall semester were counted. 
Enrollment is up .5 percent from the 


spring semester, which Hartleb was 
excited about since it was projected 
to be even with last semester. 

Due to the health of the budget, 
the college was able to add 12 new 
faculty members, according to vice 
president and dean of academic 
affairs Paul Bevilacqua. 

“We haven’t had this many new 
hirings since the late 60’s or 70’s,” 
said Bevilacqua. 

He said that the new hirings were 
made necessary because of the recent 
retirements, and the prospects of a 
number of current professors retiring 
in the near future. Bevilacqua said 
that much of the faculty is aging, and 
they would be retiring soon. 

“We need a solid faculty,” said 
Bevilacqua. 

Hartleb said he does not predict 
any major budget problems for the 
rest of the fiscal year. 

Last year, the college had to deal 
with two mid-year cuts due to the 
falling state revenue. But Hartleb 
said that he does not expect any cuts 
during this year, and isn’t expecting 
any problems until next year, 

“Well deal with next year when 
it comes,” Hartleb said. 


Government issues cause construction stoppage 


Continued from page | 

Hartleb said he has spoken to 
members of Romney’s administra- 
tion and the legislature to no avail. 
Andrews, Hartleb, NECC Board of 
Trustees president Byron Matthews 
and State Rep. Tom Dempsey met 
with Romney’s 
secretary of 
administration, 
but that has been 


delayed one 
year. 
“We are try. Changed. 


ing to call any- 
one that’s appro- 


priate,” said 
Hartleb. 
A plan that 


has a much clearer future is the 
remodeling of the Ourania Behrakis 
Student Center. 

The remodeling of the student 
center was set to begin in May, but 
that was also put on hold. 

NECC was originally given per- 
mission from DECAM, the Division 
of Capital Asset Management, to run 
the project on its own, since a new 
building was not involved. But 
according to Andrews, the budget 
went over the $ 1 million that 
Andrews was certified to oversee, 
and the project had to be returned to 
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The rules have 


Andrews 


the state. 

Hartleb said Romney also want- 
ed a new design study, which was 
done at the college’s expense. 

But it appears that things have 
been worked out, and construction is 
set to start on the new student center 
in May of 2004, with a finish date set 
for Jan. 2005. 

Andrews said that 
they decided to start 
in May because that is 
when the _ spring 
semester ends, and 
much of the construc- 
tion will take place 
while only a few stu- 
dents are on campus. 

Unlike the tech- 
nology center, the stu- 
dent center is privately funded, 
thanks to a $2 million donation from 
the Behrakis family. 

The new student center is 
planned to have a permanent one- 
stop registration and many other 
offices to help students, such as 
financial aid and career counseling, 
as well as an area where a student 
could find his G.P.A. quickly, accord- 
ing to Mary Ellen Ashley, the senior 
vice president of enrollment manage- 
ment and student services. 


—Mark 


New student center floor plan 
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Car burns in NECC parking lot 


Northern Essex 
employees race to 
help out 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


A fire broke out in the car of an 
NECC worker in the staff and visi- 
tor parking lot Wednesday, Sep. 10. 
on the Haverhill campus. 

At approximately 12:45 p.m., 
Nancy Flynn, an employee from the 
Student Registrar’s office, was 
starting her ‘93 Dodge Spirit. 
Noticing smoke rising from the 
engine area, and then flames, Flynn 
left her automobile and notified 
security. 

The Haverhill police and fire 
departments were notified immedi- 
ately and came to the scene to assist 
NECC security. 

While waiting for firefighters, 
school personnel tried to put out the 
blaze with fire extinguishers. 

“I went through three fire extin- 
guishers trying to put the fire out,” 
said Mark Andrews, the vice presi- 
dent of administration. 

Andrews said that a number of 


jean be a oe NA 


I just want to thank everyone for their 
help, especially Mark Andrews. 


—Nancy Flynn 


NECC employees quickly raced to 
the scene of the fire, trying to help 
in any way that they could. 

Arriving 10 minutes later, 
Haverhill firefighters successfully 
put it out. 

A fire engine and police car 
were parked in the entrance of the 
parking lot with their lights flash- 
ing. Police stood by the smoking 
car, aiding the firefighters and 
maintaining the situation. 

Many NECC students stopped 
and looked on as firefighters 
worked to extinguish the fire. 

The vehicle sat facing the 
Bentley Library conference center. 


Trustees approve 
new hirings 


Sabbatical leave 
debated, but still 
approved 


By DAvID WILLIS 
Editor 


New hiring, disputed sabbaticals 
and other issues were on the agenda 
for the first NECC Board of Trustees 
meeting of the new school year. 

One of the major topics for their 
first meeting since May 28 was that 
of sabbatical leaves. 

Two professors, Richard Lizotte 
of developmental studies and Carol 
Liebman of the criminal justice 
department were approved by the 
board to begin sabbatical leave, 
although the approval was disputed 
by trustees Richard Early and Joseph 
Edwards. 

Once a college has employed a 
teacher for six years, they are eligible 
for a sabbatical leave. On the leave, 
the employee does working in the 
field of study with the goal of 
improving their knowledge of the 
field. 

To get the leave, the board of 
trustees must approve the professor’s 
plan. According to a release, the pro- 
fessor must prove that they have a 
plan of action that will improve their 
skills as a teacher. 

Lizotte, who has been at NECC 
since 1987, plans to upgrade his 
computer skills and to enhance his 
skills to pport faculty in putting 
courses online. He also hopes to 
increase programming and graphic 
design skills, along with improving 
the ESL courses online. 

Liebman, a seven-year employee 
of NECC, plans to, among other 
issues, complete graduate courses at 
Northeastern University and com- 


plete an externship with the 
Merrimack Valley State Police. She 
hopes to improve the knowledge of 
Criminal Justice theory and practice, 
according to a release. 

Early and Edwards’ issue with 
the leaves was that the professors 
will be paid to go on the leaves. But 
Hartleb explained that, while the 
employees are being paid to work 
outside of college, once the leave is 
over they would return to improve 
the college. Hartleb also said that the 
professor signs a contact that says 
that they must stay at the college for 
three years after the leave is com- 
plete. 

“The whole goal is for them to be 
better when they come back, said 
Paul Bevilacqua, the vice president 
and dean of academic affairs. 

Also on the agenda was the addi- 
tion of 11 new full-time hirings, 
among those, eight were professors. 

“We haven’t had this many new 
hirings since the late 60’s or 70’s,” 
said Bevilacqua. 

Bevilacqua said that, due to cur- 
rent retirements and the fact that 
much of the current faculty is nearing 
retirement age, the college was in 
need of new young professors. 

Another issue addressed was the 
move to bring the student installment 
plan in house. 

NECC students have the option 
to, instead of paying their entire 
tuition up front, pay it in three install- 
ments over the course of the semes- 
ter. This service was previously pro- 
vided by an outside service, but will 
now be handled by the college. 

The construction situation was 
also addressed at the meeting. Mark 
Andrews, vice president of adminis- 
tration spoke on the delays and what 
they are doing to make the jobs go 
forward. 


Steam rose from its melting engine. 
The hood of the car appeared to 
have been ripped off. Its grill, and 
much of the front of the car, had 
been charred. Clouded windows 
covered the car, gray and wet from 
the fire. 

Due to the damage, the vehicle 
was towed from campus after 
Flynn’s authorization at 2:30 p.m. 

“J just want to thank everyone 
for their help, concern and kind- 
ness, especially Mark Andrews,” 
Flynn said. 


MassPIRG issue 


Continued from page 1 

tect these parks, after receiving 
the mail, he signed the bill,” she 
said. 

However, MassPIRG’s past 
attempts at NECC have not been as 
successful. 

According to Brown, in 2000 
an organizer came to NECC, but 
refused to work on the Lawrence 
campus. The person complained 
that there was no office space for 
them. 

“T told this person they could 
set up or reserve a table to speak to 
and recruit students. Even I don’t 
have an office on the Lawrence 
campus, but I still go to work 
there,” Brown said. 

A MassPIRG worker even 
abandoned a student in 
Washington, D.C. in 2001, Brown 
said. The vice president of the 
Student Senate was invited to 
attend a MassPIRG conference. 
Once there, the student was left 
alone while the MassPIRG worker 
took off and went to go sleep over a 
friend’s house. 

“This was PIRG’s money being 
spent and the worker just aban- 
doned the student at this confer- 
ence,” added Brown. 

In regards to office space, 
MassPIRG officials have also had a 


bad history. Brown said that 
attempts to share office space 
between NECC faculty and 
MassPIRG members were not suc- 
cessful. 

“Tt was a complete disregard of 
space,” said Brown. “Their part of 
the office was always extremely 
messy and some materials were 
found to be stolen as well.” 

Also, Brown said reports have 
shown MassPIRG’s use of stu- 
dents’ donations going into 
MassPIRG worker’s pockets. 

“Ninety-percent of the money 
that the students paid to get 
resources were given towards orga- 
nizers’ salaries. Most of this money 
goes to lobbying and paying work- 
ers to do it,” stated Brown. 

Next year, during the Spring 
semester, a student poll will take 
place to determine whether or not 
the organization should remain on 
campus. 

“The organization itself has 
good ideas and intentions, yet it’s 
up to you students to decide on 
whether to keep it. There’s always 
that possibility that it could go 
wrong again, but I’m going to hold 
my breath. I’m just looking out for 
the Northern Essex student. I hope 
they can prove themselves,” con- 
cluded Brown. 


David Willis photo 


NECC President David Hartleb meets with students Teresa Perkins, left, and Vera Cayford after his 
College Welcome Address on Sept. 15. 


Finally Friday 


A weekly support group for NECC women 
sponsored by the Women’s Network, 


Special discussion topics will include: 
so Study Skills I & IL 
t~ Stress Management 
~~ Keeping Balance 
MBIT Overview 
~- Preparing for Finals 


October 3 
October 17 


December 5 


Fridays 


Beginning September 5, 2003 
Noon — 1:00 p.m. 
F-139 (Student Center) 


Come once, occasionally, or consistently! 


For tnformation call 


The Career Development Center 978.556.3722 


September 12 £19 


November 7 
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Poll suggests public 
opposition to Bush’s 
$87B request for Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AP) The 
American public is clearly uncom- 
fortable with President George W. 
Bush's request for an additional 
$87 billion for Iraq, says a new 
poll that shows six in 10 oppose 
the increased spending. 

The ABC-Washington Post 
poll, released earlier this week, 
shows 61 percent oppose spending 
the $87 billion in addition to the 
billions in earlier spending 
Congress provided for the war. 
Congress approved $79 billion in 
April for the Iraq operation. 

A slight majority, 51 percent, 
had been opposed to the $87 bil- 
lion in earlier polls that had asked 
simply whether they approved that 
request for Iraq or not. 

Asked how the government 
should pay for the $87 billion if it 
is approved, four in 10 said elimi- 
nation of recent tax cuts, almost 
three in 10, 28 percent, said cut 
spending, and two in 10, 19 per- 
cent, said increase the budget 
deficit. 


NASA, fearing spread 
of Earthly germs, will 
crash probe into Jupiter 


PASADENA, California (AP) 
NASA plans to crash its $1.5 bil- 
lion Galileo spacecraft into Jupiter 
next weekend to make sure it does- 
n't accidentally contaminate the red 
planet's ice-covered moon Europa 
with bacteria from Earth. 

After Galileo's orbit carries it 
behind Jupiter at 12:49 p.m. PDT 
(1949 GMT) Sunday, the aging 
probe will plunge into the planet's 
stormy atmosphere at a speed of 
nearly 108,000 mph (173,772 kph). 

The heat generated as it streaks 
through the atmosphere will vapor- 
ize the nearly 3,000-pound (1,350- 
kilogram) Galileo and any 
microbes that may have been stow- 
aways on the spacecraft since its 
1989 launch. 

The crash will ensure Galileo 
doesn't hit Europa and spill bacteria 
onto the ice that caps its enormous 
oceans. Europa, a_planet-sized 
moon, is widely believed to have 
the most promising habitat for 
extraterrestrial life within the solar 
system. 


Mold outbreak closes 


Massachusetts schools 


An unprecedented mold out- 
break, following the region's rainy, 
humid summer, has also delayed 
the opening of school for thou- 
sands of youngsters across New 
England and left some districts 
with six-figure cleanup bills. 

“T haven't seen as many school 
closings or delays in openings in 
the 10 years I've been working 
with this,” said Eugene Benoit, 
regional coordinator of indoor 
environment programs for the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. More than 50 schools in 
Massachusetts alone reported 
mold problems 


Sept. 17, 2003 


STILL PLAYING — The Fringe Players, NECC’s newly formed troupe of alumni actors, has 


three more performances of “The Complete Works of Shakespeare (abridged).” Performances will 
be Sept. 19 and 20 at 8 p.m. and Sept. 21 at 3 p.m. in the Top Notch Theater, third floor of Spurk. 
Shown left to right are Matthew Carr of Salem, N.H., Paul Melendy of North Andover, and J. Mark 


Morrison of Haverhill. 


UMass interim president looks 
to raise money in bad climate 


BOSTON (AP) He's taking 
over a five-campus university sys- 
tem with an $80 million deficit and 
a strained relationship with the gov- 
ernor. 

So it's no surprise that Jack 
Wilson says his most important 
tasks as interim president of the 
University of Massachusetts are to 
save money and strengthen the 
school's ties with politicians and 
potential donors. 

But exactly how he'll do it 
remains to be seen. One week into 
the job, the former vice president 
for academic affairs and creator of 
the university's distance-learning 
program said he hasn't charted a 
specific course for a UMass come- 
back. 

His predecessor, William 
Bulger, who stepped down Sept. 1, 
won a battle with Gov. Mitt 
Romney to preserve the position of 
president. Now, observers are 
watching to see what Wilson will do 
with the role. 

“Tt's a general trend that some 
of the toughest decisions can be 
made more easily by an interim 
president," said Tom Ingram, presi- 
dent of the Association of 
Governing Boards of Universities 
and Colleges. 

“The presidency is a very polit- 
ical position, but an interim has the 
luxury to face facts and act on them 
more quickly than is generally the 
case with the permanent chief exec- 
utive." 

If Wilson plans to join that trend 
and make a deep mark as a short- 
term boss, he isn't letting on too 
much, 

“I hope they're right about 
that," he said. ‘There's always an 
opportunity to do something 
unique.” 

With Bulger's highly publicized 
departure in a swirl of political 
head-butting with Romney and a 
congressional investigation into the 
FBI's ties to his fugitive mobster 
brother, James “Whitey” Bulger, 
Wilson says he wants to refocus 


attention on the university's acade- 
mic and economic roles. 
‘We have been through a tough 


time," he said. “‘The community 


has various perceptions of UMass. 
We want the community to under- 
stand we're here to serve them. I 
want to get the message out to stu- 
dents that they've picked a great 
place, and we're going to make sure 
their education experience is the 
best it can be." 

The research being done on the 
five campuses, most notably at the 
medical school in Worcester and the 
flagship campus in Amherst, must 
be nurtured to stimulate economic 
growth, he said. 

With a doctorate in physics and 
a background as an_ educator, 
administrator and former president 
of a corporate training software 
company, Wilson, 58, will likely 
bring a different approach to the 
presidency than the philosophy- 
quoting Bulger, a longtime state 
Senate president who moved from 
the South Boston projects to the 
heights of Bay State politics. 

But in Bulger's battles with 
Romney, who wanted to eliminate 
the president's office, spin off the 
flagship Amherst campus and priva- 
tize the medical school, Wilson was 
a willing soldier for his boss. 

“I'm convinced there's a need 
for the president's office," Wilson 
said, citing a necessity for a central 
office for the five campuses. 

“Our campuses gain strength 
from being linked with one anoth- 
ch 

Romney has since dropped his 
bid to revamp UMass, and Wilson 
said he will make the system as effi- 
cient as possible. Before he 
resigned from his $309,000-a-year 
job, Bulger cited $1 million in sav- 
ings within the presidency. Wilson, 
who continues to make the 
$235,000 annual salary he was paid 
as a vice president, said he'll look 
for more savings. 

Another $2 million is expected 
to be conserved by moving infor- 


mation technology employees and 
services now scattered throughout 
the state to a central location in 
Shrewsbury. 

“We're really scrubbing every 
system," Wilson said. But he said 
it's too soon to say how much more 
can be saved and how long he'll 
have to try. A search committee 
expects to pick a more permanent 
replacement for Bulger within the 
year, and Wilson said it's early to 
know whether he'll be a candidate. 

Those who have worked with 
him say Wilson is known for cutting 
weaker programs for the sake of 
improving stronger ones when 
money is tight. 

“You have to be strategic where 
you place your bets," said John 
Kolb, chief information officer at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
where Wilson worked alternately as 
a professor, dean and acting provost 
between 1990 and 2001. “Jack was 
good at that. Instead of putting a lit- 
tle in everyone's pot, he made tough 
strategic decisions." 

He also has a knack for making 
money. 

Since Bulger hired him in 2001 
to create UMassOnline, which 
allows students to take courses on 
the Internet, the program has 
brought in more than $21 million. 

Claire Van Ummersen, a vice 
president for the American Council 
on Education who was an interim 
chancellor at UMass-Boston in 
1978, said trustees made a good 
choice in Wilson. His expevience as 
an entrepreneur, college administra- 
tor and builder of goodwill will help 
him improve the university's stand- 
ing, she said. 

“He's a well-respected individ- 
ual," she said. **I think he will work 
with the governor and_ the 
Legislature for the good of the uni- 
versity. Building relationships, re- 
establishing the importance of 
UMass in the commonwealth are 
the things he'll need to pay the most 
attention to." 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Creation of Iraqi 
constitution could 


take two years 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) It 
could take as long as two years to 
write a new Iraqi constitution, hold 
a national referendum on it and 
conduct national elections for a 
new government, a key Iraqi offi- 
cial said Sunday. 

Fouad Massoum, chairman of 
the committee studying the consti- 
tutional process, said there would 
have to be a census to determine 
voter eligibility for the referendum 
on the new legal framework and 
for participation in national elec- 
tions that would follow. He said his 
group would likely put several 
options before the U.S.-picked 
Governing Council which estab- 
lished his committee. He expected 
the proposals to be ready by the 
end of the month. 

Should the process of writing a 
constitution stretch to two years, 
that could put it well beyond the 
time set by L. Paul Bremer, the 
US. civilian administrator for Iraq, 
who has said a new government 
could be in place as soon as the end 
of 2004. 


Bush’s father meets 
with Putin 


SOCHI, Russia (AP) Former 
U.S. President George Bush met 
Sunday with Vladimir Putin less 
than two weeks before his son's 
summit with the Russian leader, 
bringing warm words from the 
White House about the personal 
relationship between the two presi- 
dents. 

Bush and his wife Barbara 
traveled to the Black Sea resort city 
of Sochi on a plane provided by the 
airline that serves Putin and other 
Russia government figures. 

“T seldom represent the presi- 
dent's view on anything, but I'm 
very confident in telling you of his 
high regard and genuine friend- 
ship,” Bush said of his son’s feel- 
ings toward the Russuan leader. 

Putin returned the praise, sug- 
gesting his relationship with the 
younger Bush transcends politics. 


Swedes reject euro 
despite stabbing of 
political leader 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) 
Swedes narrowly rejected adopt- 
ing the European Union's com- 
mon currency in a Sunday refer- 
endum overshadowed by the 
killing of Foreign Minister Anna 
Lindh. 

The Swedish vote against the 
euro is a blow to the common cur- 
rency and European integration 
and a boost to euro opponents in 
Britain and Denmark, the other 
EU members who have not adopt- 
ed the euro. 

The exit polling countered 
some analysts’ predictions that the 
stabbing death of Lindh, an ardent 
supporter of the euro and one of 
that side's most visible campaign- 
ers, would emotionally sway vot- 
ers to adopt the common currency 
used by 12 of the 15 European 
Union members. 
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Northern Essex remembers 9/11/01 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


An almost eerie feeling came 
over the NECC Haverhill campus as 
the bells began to toll at 8:46 a.m., on 
September 11, 2003. 

The normal parade of cell phones 
and loud chatter were replaced by 
silence as the NECC’s bell, rang 102 
times to honor the time between 
when the first plane hit North Tower 
on Sept. 11, 2001, and when the Twin 
Towers collapsed. 

Both students and employees 
stood outside at attention, in quiet 
remembrance of the attacks of two 
year ago. Many had tears in their 
eyes as they sat listening to the bells 
ring, and thinking of 9/11. 

Once the bells were finished, 
many members of the NECC com- 
munity proceeded to a quite and 
dimly lit Ourania Behrakis Student 
Center, where a candle light vigil 
took place. 

A very somber feeling was pre- 
sent as students, employees and 
mourners not affiliated with the col- 
lege picked up candles and either 
spoke to one another about their 
memories of that day two years ago, 
or stood in silence. 

Also available with the candles 
were various red, white and blue but- 
tons and stickers with a picture of a 
police officer and fire fighter. 


At noon, the memorial moved 
into the Bentley Library Conference 
area, where an emotionally charged 
PowerPoint presentation was show- 
ing on a repeating loop. The 
PowerPoint showed how different 
countries remembered Sept. 11, 2001 
on the one-year anniversary. 
Countries such as Germany, 
Denmark and South Korea were fea- 
tured. The pictures showed emotion- 
al reactions, either from a few people 
or a large group, which symbolized 
the affect an attack such as the one on 
9/11, has on the entire world, not just 
the USA. The presentation also 
seemed to show that the entire world 
does not hate America, as critics of 
the US often say. 

The most poignant of the slides 
showed a _ highway in The 
Netherlands on which every car was 
stopped, and the drivers and passen- 
ger were standing in the street, taking 
part in two minutes of silence. 

“It was amazing,” said Barbara 
Danis, of how many countries were 
affected by the attacks. 

Also available during the slide 
show was cake with small American 
flags, punch and more buttons. 
Articles from the Observer were on 
display, from immediately after 9/11, 
the one-year anniversary and the 
staff’s trip to New York: Also on dis- 
play was a sequence of events on 
9/11, going from 8:15 a.m. to 11:54 


*200! Outstanding Program Award 
*2001 Exemplary Program Award 
*2002 Exemplary Program Award 


Nominations now 
being accepted! 


For more information or to get involved, please contact 
Student Activities & Orientation Department at 978/556-3731. 


Northern Essex Community College 
Student Leadership Development Program 


Program begins in October 


Participate in a series of lectures and seminars! 
Meet new people! 
Become eligible to serve as a Presidential Student Ambassador! 


p.m. of that 
day. 

However, 
the item that 
drew the most 
attention was a 
bookmark 
shaped item 
which had a 
poem written 
by Darryl 
Worley about 
what US sol- 
diers were told 
soon after the 
9/11 attack. 
Also, on the 
top of it was a 
picture of Staff 
Sgt. Jim of the 
Special Forces, 
and son of Peg 
Haskell of the 
bookstore. 

The picture 
shows Jim ina % 
helicopter with 
the ruins of the 


World Trade David Willis photo 
Pe to From left, Melanie Tamber, Teresa Perkins and Tammy Devito hold candles to 


GvEr” his “eyes remember the victims of Sept. 11, 2001. 


According to 
Haskell, Jim was called to the rescue 
mission after the attack. 

“The whole memorial was 
great,” said Teresa Perkins, a student 


at NECC. 

Perkins, who lost a friend in the 
attack of two years ago aboard flight 
11, carried a candle in honor of her 


friend, and said that she was very 
grateful to NECC for what they did 
to remember the day. 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


Student 


Sones Student Senate 


Positions 
Now Available! 


Are you interested in 
getting involved on 
campus? 


5 Reasons to get 
involved: 


Are you interested in 


learning more about 
eMeet other parliamentary procedure? 
students! Do you have 5 hours a weelz 
eFree giveaways! % aiinbiet 
The NECC Student Senate is now looking for 15 
eMeet the college _ interested students to get involved. The time 
administration! | commitment is minimal, and the requirements 


include: 


eLooks good on 


Interested students must have at least a 2.25 


1 
oe GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 
Trip to Cape _ shay 
Cod! For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department 
for more information. 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Haverhill Campus, Behrakis Student Center F133 
Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building L133 


Tel: 978/556-3731 
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Arts & Entertainment 


The really,really tiny guide to punk 


Punk music history for 


dummies, the essential facts 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


What is it that compels people to continue 
to believe that The Sex Pistols invented punk? 
A band that can’t play, can’t sing, can’t write, is 
not particularly pretty to look at, and their most 
interesting member has been dead for 20 years.. 
is not the best that punk has to offer. _ Perhaps 
its the “Mcdonald’s” | phenomenon. 
Mcedonald’s doesn’t serve the best hamburgers, 
and they certainly didn’t invent the hamburger 
but they seem to give people what they want in 
a fast food restauraunt. Apparently people like 
quick, cheap, greasy and liable to cause a heart 
attack. People also want something to hate, 
something that makes them laugh because it’s 
just so bloody awful. 

“I hate The Sex Pistols. Johnny Rotten did- 
n’t even like punk, he was just in it for the 
money. He’s a techno DJ in LA now, lives in 
Beverly Hills in a huge house. The Clash had 
something to say, they had beliefs and they just 
loved what they did. The Sex Pistols were a boy 
band. “says Patrick Bradley, 18, of Windham, 
NH. “Punk started in the 60s as garage bands 
trying to bring back rock’n roll.” 

“I’m a Ramones’ girl, but in a head to head 
battle between the Sex Pistols and the Clash, 
I'd go with the Clash. Of course, all three are in 
my cd collection,” says Nickie from 
Greensboro, NC. “Punk is about attitude, yes, 
rebellion against order and all that, but it’s also 
simple, no frills music (commonly three chord 


Mick Rock photo. 
Lou Reed and the Velvet Underground 
were some of the first to experiment 
with punk. 


| at Masses et 


rock). Punk was also a rebellion against long, 
grandiose rock full of guitar solos and pretty 
boys wearing their wife’s shirt.” 

I set out to find the answer to the question 
of just where did punk come from. The first 
thing I discovered is that all rock’n roll is inter- 
connected, which negates, I think, the argument 
that one style is better or more true than anoth- 
er. Punk came out of rock, which is a hyped up 
mixture of jazz and R&B. Groups like The 
Rolling Stones and The Beatles began as blues 
bands. The styles have all been “in bed” 
together at some point. Garage rock was 
invented by teenagers trying to sound like these 
groups. 

As far as anyone can tell, the first inklings 
of the punk movement began in Detroit in 
1966. A group of friends, fronted by a man 
who would come to be known as Iggy Pop, 
started a band. They didn’t know how to play, 
and could not afford music lessons. The lead 
singer, Pop, would mutilate himself onstage, 
dive into the audience, and scream insults at 
concert goers. They were signed to Elektra in 
1968 and their debut single was called “I 
Wanna Be Your Dog”. Some call Iggy Pop the 
“grandfather of punk”. 

However, the real punk movement is gener- 
ally considered to have appeared in 1975, 
although no one is sure who started it. Many 
early bands such as The Velvet Underground, 


Patti Smyth, and Iggy Pop and the Stooges had 
large elements of punk, but no band combined 
all of the elements until the emergence of The 
Ramones. 


BBC archive photo 
Joe Strummer (of The Clash) was a “nice, artic- 
ulate man” people said. 


A Fourth of July concert in London that 
The Ramones played was attended by several 
future punk band members. In the audience 
were the soon to be Sex Pistols, Clash, 
Damned, Generation X and Sioux and the 
Banshees. 

Although Britain wasn’t the birthplace of 
punk rock, it is the place where the genre had 
the biggest cultural impact. British punk was 
inspired by back to basics rock’n roll and the 
theatrics of glam rock. Punk arrived in a class 
conscious country in the middle of an econom- 
ic depression, and gave voice to the anger of the 
lower middle class. 

ThePistols,according to www.inmu- 
sicwetrust.com, are -responsible for the bad 
reputation punk musicians had and still have to 
this day. Their controversial lyrics were one 
thing, but they also swore on live tv, got into 
fights with fans and wore obscene t shirts, 
which was shocking to people at the time. 
They are also responsible for the traditional 
punk “look”. Their manager, Malcolm 
MacLaren was the owner of a fashion boutique 
and borrowed their style for his designs. Some 
parts of the punk style were simply the default 
look for teenage boys during that time period. 
Jeans were ripped because people were poor. 
Doc Martens were worn because they were 
comfortable, durable and cheap. Ironically, 
because of the punk revival, Docs are no 
longer cheap. A classic example of a poor per- 
son’s trend being strip mined and resold to rich 
people as a retro fashion. 

Another band to show up at the same time 
was The Clash. The fact that they appeared at 
the same time as The Sex Pistols has lead to 
some debates over which band actually came 
first, but in the end it doesn’t really matter. The 
Clash singer Joe Strummer died this year at age 
50. 

“J met him a few times after I became well 
known and we did a few shows together. I had 
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a great admiration for the man. Within 
ThClash, Joe was the political engine of the 
band and without Joe there’s no political Clash 
and without The Clash the whole political edge 
of punk would haye been severely dulled,” says 


Billy Bragg, a British singer quoted on BBC 
News. 

“The Clash was the greatest rock band, 
“says Bono of U2, also quoted on BBC News, 
“They wrote the rule book for U2.” 

a The Sex Pistols broke up in 1978, 
ending the first wave of British punk. 
Sid Vicious, their most well known 
member, committed suicide a year 
later. By then, British punk had splin- 
tered into artsy post punk, poppy new 
wave, creepy goth rock, hardcore 
punk and early alternative rock. 

In Bryn Chamberlain’s essay 
“The Quintessential Punk”, it says 
“the punk as a public figure was 
doomed . Ironically, the most damn- 
ing blow was self inflicted. Punk 
became a media hit and consequently, 
the accountants woke up.” 
Advertising executives, tv writers and 
fashion designers were eager to 
exploit punk. The punk sound became 
softer, easier on the ears, some bands morphed 
into the “new wave” and “post punk” sounds. 
Post Punk was heavily glam influenced, intro- 
ducing bands like The Cure. New Wave was 
more poppy sounding, punk rock toned down 
and sanitized for a mainstream audience. So 
sanitized that it became less of a shock and 
more of something parents saw as a cute 


teenage trend. 


The Sex Pistols were the most controversial 


band of their day 


There was even a children’s tv show cen- 
tered around a young woman who could turn 
into a punk rock superhero with the aid of mag- 
ical earrings. This show, called “Jem” was 
proof that the corporations didn’t exactly 
understand punk, because she was not in fact a 
punk rocker. She was glam through and 
through and punks were more than a little 
miffed to be so misrepresented, their lifestyle 
marketed to children as a pretty fairytale. 

The LA punk scene was the last to develop. 
It has been the longest lasting though, it contin- 
ued to thrive in the LA/Orange County area. 
Most LA punk was fast, with a tougher vibe 
than in New York or the UK. LA was the cen- 
ter for the hardcore punk movement. Hardcore 
punk was the most extreme version of punk 
rock, it took punk as far as it could go. 

The mid 90s saw a revival of the ska style 
among California based rock bands. Ska began 
in Jamaica as Jamaican musicians tried to repli- 
cate the New Orleans jazz/R&B sound. The 
style made its way to the UK, where it was 
adopted by punk bands and traveled back to the 
US with them. Punk revivalists like Green Day 
and The Offspring were heavily ska influenced. 
The Boston based Mighty Mighty Bosstones 
were leading figures in the scene. 

Punk pop arrived in the late 90s, popular 
with college students it included bands like 
Blink 182 and American High Fi. These bands 
didn’t sing about politics or social issues, 
although they were fun to dance to. The punk 
pop trend has continued, fortunately or unfortu- 
nately depending on your point of view. 
Current punk pop bands include Good 
Charlotte, A Simple Plan, and The Ataris. 

Supposedly this group also includes Avril 
Lavigne, but it has yet to be proven that she is 
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ER&P photo 


Billy Idol left Generation X to go out 
on his own. 


actually punk, no matter how much she insists 
that she is. It takes more than just calling your- 
self a punk to make you one. She has admitted 
to never having heard the original punk bands. 
Lavigne is largely at fault for corporations 
rediscovering the commercial potential in 
punk. Delias, a clothing catalogue for teen girls 
now features a complete “punk” bedroom, 
which many self respecting punk girls wouldn’t 
be caught dead living in. 

“Avril is not punk, she is a punk. There’s a 
difference. Her music sounds too much like all 
the other crap on the radio to be punk,” Nickie 
complains. 

Adam, 23, from Israel imitates 
Lavigne, “She’s like “I’m a punk. 
although my music isn’t punk, not in 
the slightest. Nor is my hair, which I 
am shallow enough to bring into the 
picture. Who are The Sex Pistols? 
Who are Duran Duran? Was there 
music before the year 1998? Why 
should I know that?” 

I don’t mind her music, actually. 
Its very nice pop. What I do mind is 
*her*, herself. “ 

“She’s hot. I would like to be her 
skater boy, ha ha, but that’s about it. 
She plays in to the corporate punks. 
She’s the poster girl for Hot Topic. 
They tried using some of her harder 
songs for the kids at the show to mosh 


Delia’s “punk” bedroom 


but no one could get into it so they had to play 
The Clash and The Misfits and stuff to get them 
in the mood,” Patrick commented. Patrick had 
some final words about how punks are viewed 
by others. 

“Just cause we look dirty doesn’t mean 
we’re dumb. A lot of us are really smart people 
and really nice. We’re a crew of misfits, we 
know what it’s like.” 
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Fall TV previews, part 2 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The WB 
The WB continues to make 
interesting programming choices. 
“All About the Andersons” 
Anthony Anderson. Fridays 
9:30 pm 
Anthony Anderson plays an 
actor (no surprise) and struggling 
single dad (no surprise) trying to 
provide a stable home for his 8 
year old son, Tuga. . Tuga. Yes, 
that’s the kid’s name. Anderson 
has moved back home with his 
parents, who don’t support his 
acting at all. They have rented out 
his old room to pretty medical stu- 
dent Lydia. Lydia is played by 
Aimee Garcia from last season’s 
quirky and underappreciated 
“Greetings from Tucson”. Nice to 
see that all the actors have found 
new jobs anyway. 
“One Tree Hill” 
Chad Michael 
Tuesdays 9:00 pm. 
Chad Michael Murray stars in 
this drama series about two young 
men who live in a small town and 
secretly share the same father. 
One boy is rich, the other poor. 
There is a character named 
“Peyton Sawyer.” I have nothing 
more to say other than I don’t 
understand why the WB loves 
Chad Michael Murray so much. 
Yes, he’s very attractive and yes, 
he’s not a terrible actor, but how 
did he end up with two major 
roles on two hit series, his own tv 
movie and now his own show? 
Did they sign some kind of con- 
tract with him? I mean, if they 
like him so much why’d they 
write him off “Gilmore Girls?” 
“Run of the House” 
Joseph Lawrence, 
Howard, Sasha Barrese, 


Murray. 


Kyle 
Margo 


Harshman. Thursdays 9:30.pm 

Three teens are left to raise 
their little sister while the parents 
have gone to Arizona temporarily. 
What? Why? How? Like Party of 
Five, but intentionally funny.- Or 
so they say. 

“Steve Harvey’s Big Time” 


Steve Harvey. Thursdays 
8:00 pm. 
Comedian and “King of 


Comedy” Steve Harvey was the 
star of a long running sitcom on 
The WB from 1996-2002. He’s 
back with a talk/variety show 
which will spotlight real people 
with extraordinary and humorous 


wb.com photo 


Travis Fimmel stars as Tarzan 


gifts. 

“Tarzan” 

Travis Fimmel. 
Pileggi. Sundays 9:00 pm. 

An updated, urbanized ver- 
sion of the jungle story that people 
just can’t seem to let die a painless 
death. Any bets on how long this 
one will last? 

“Like Family.” 

Holly Robinson 
Fridays 8:30 pm. 

A middle class black family 
takes in a poor white single moth- 
er and her teenage son. I’m not 
seeing where the funny is, but I’m 
sure it’s there. It’s produced by 


Mitch 


Peete. 


the “Mad About You” people so 
there’s a fighting chance‘ of it not 
being horrible. 

Coming back;»The WB. we 
have “What I-Like About You”, 
“Reba”, “Angel”, “Gilmore 
Girls”, “7th Heaven”, “Jamie 
Kennedy”, “Smallville”, 
“Everwood”, “Grounded for Life” 
and “Charmed”. 

FOX 

FOX is playing it safe this 
year, not canceling any reliable 
flagship shows and sticking with 
reality shows and dramas for their 
new lineup. 

“Arrested Development”. 
Jason Bateman. 
Sundays 9:30 pm 

Michael Bluth is a 
widower with a 13 year 
old son named -get this- 
George Michael. What 
kind of sadist names a 
kid George Michael? I 
only hope they tease him 
about that a lot. His fam- 
ily, a rich Orange County 
dynasty finds their 
assets frozen and sud- 
denly they need help 
from him. Ron Howard 
is an executive producer. 


“A Minute 
Hooper” 

NormMacdonald. 
Wednesdays 8:30 pm 

A tv personality moves to a 
small town to try and see the 
“teal” America. I bet he finds 
warm hearted but quirky people 
there and eventually learns to love 
it. What do YOU think? 

“The Ortegas”. 

Cheech Marin. Sundays 8:30 
pm 

Based on a BBC series, it 
blends comedy, reality and impro- 
visation. Celebrities are invited to 
appear on a talk show, which is 


with Stan 


actually based out of the Ortega 
family home. The celebrities will 
not be prepared for the talk show 
portion. It sounds very confusing 
to me. 

“Luis” 

Luis Guzman. Fridays 8:30 
pm. 

Luis is an opinionated Puerto 
Rican landlord who runs. his 
building like a castle and ~his 
neighborhood like he’s the mayor. 
It sounds like “The PJs” with live 
action instead of claymation, and 
Latinos instead of. African 
Americans. It could still be funny, 
“The PJs” was funny, but they had 


Eddie Murphy. 

“Wonderfalls” 

Caroline Dhavernas. Not 
scheduled yet. 

Inanimate animal shaped 


objects talk to a young woman 
and help her to better the lives of 
her family and friends. As Dave 
Barry says, “I am not making this 
up”. 

“Cracking Up”. 

Nicholas D’Agosto. 
scheduled yet. 

An idealist college student 
gets more than he bargained for 
when he moves into the house of a 
rich, wacky family. There are 
three children, one girl and two 
boys. Ask yourself this question, 
does the world really NEED a 
remake of “Charles in Charge?” 


Not 


Coming back to FOX this fall 
we have “24”, “King of the Hill”, 
“Malcom in the Middle”, 

“The Simpsons”, “American 
Idol/American Jrs”, “Joe 
Millionaire” , “Boston Public”, 
“America’s Most Wanted”, 
“Cops”, “Bernie Mac”, “Cedric 
the Entertainer”, “Oliver Beene” 
and “Wanda at Large.” 


John Ritter, an appreciation 


By MIKE BURKE 
Graphics Editor 


Tz ames it 
Thursday, 
Sept. 11, short- 
ly before 10 
p-m., American 
television and 
».. movie star 

John Ritter 
died from a 
tear in his 
aorta. His unexpected death was 
shocking to the entertainment 
world, and no one ever saw it 
coming. 

In my opinion John Ritter did 
not get enough recognition for his 
work. After John’s work on 
“Three’s Company,” the 
American people did not recog- 
nize John as a television icon, but 
they saw him as a “flash in the 
pan.” 

I remember when I was 
around the age of 12, I saw the 
movie “Problem Child,” and | 
was a Ritter fan from then on. 
Who could ever forget the loving 
father that soon became hateful 
and bitter towards his foster child 
that he named “Junior” ? Or who 
could forget how he fell in love 
with a woman who went by the 
name of Lawanda? Another Ritter 
classic is the comedy movie “Stay 


Tuned,” a movie in which John 
Ritter’s character became stuck 
inside a TV. Last week I was 
watching TV, and I saw John as a 
guest on the Conan O’Brien show 
and it was one of the funniest 
episodes of Conan I have ever 
seen. John’s ability to carry on a 
humorous conversation with 
Conan made the show what it 
was...priceless. I believe that peo- 
ple often underestimate John 
Ritter’s acting ability. Throughout 
the 1970’s and 80’s Ritter was a 
celebrity until his career was put 
on the back burner during the 
early 90s. It was only recently 
that John Ritter’s career was 
brought back to life with the start 
of his new TV show, “8 simple 
tules...for dating my teenage 
daughter.” 

Ritter finished the first season 
and was half way through the sec- 
ond season until his unfortunate 
death on Thursday. 

Ritter, who was 54, died six 
days before his 55th birthday and 
was on the set of “8 simple rules” 
when he started to feel ill. He 
later died at Providence St. 
Joseph Medical Center. Ritter was 
known for playing the role of 
Jack Tripper on the hit 1970’s 
television show, “Three’s 
Company.” Prior to “Three’s 
Company,” Ritter guest starred in 
several different television shows 
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The late John Ritter, an 
underappreciated star. 


including “M.A.S.H.,” “Hawaii 
Five-0,” “Kojak,” and many oth- 
ers. He was also the voice of 
Clifford the big red dog on PBS. 
Though, his television appear- 
ances were captivating, his film 
career was sensational. When it 
came to films, Ritter could play 
any role. Whether it be a loveable, 
caring, stressed-out father in the 
“Problem Child” movies or a 
Vietnam veteran in the Emmy 
Nominated “Unnatural Causes,” 
Ritter’s roles were carried out 
with perfection. 

Ritter was born in Burbank, 


Calif., in 1948 and grew up in 
Beverly Hills. Ritter was the son 
of two famous western singers 
named Tex Ritter and Dorothy 
Fay. In high school he was class 
president and, surprisingly, in col- 
lege Ritter majored in psychology 
and minored in architecture; it 
wasn’t until his junior year he 
signed up for a drama class. 

Friday afternoon I logged 
onto the Internet and saw a big 
headline on the screen that read 
“Johnny Cash dies at the age of 
71.” Under the headline in minis- 
cule letters it said “also:John 
Ritter dies.” Now, I admire 
Johnny Cash and his musical 
accomplishments but I believe 
that John Ritter shouldn’t have 
taken a backseat ride to Johnny 
Cash. Johnny Cash has been play- 
ing music longer than John Ritter 
has been acting, but John Ritter’s 
death was as important as Johnny 
Cash’s. Both Cash and Ritter are 
entertainment legends and should 
be recognized for their accom- 
plishments but the media is mak- 
ing Johnny Cash’s career seem 
more interesting than John 
Ritter’s. So, this weekend watch 
your favorite John Ritter movie 
and pop in your Johnny cash CD 
and pay homage to these two larg- 
er than life individuals. 


NECC Arts 
Calender 


Shoe City Open Studio 

What makes artists tick? Haverhill 
will hold its first Open Studio for artists 
on the weekend of Sept..20 and 21 from 
noon to 5 p.m. Faculty. member Diane 
Edstrom and several former students are 
involved in the event. You’ll know a stu- 
dio site by the blue and white balloons and 
banners at the entrance. Maps will: be 
available at sites and around town. Meet 
the artists and view their art in a work set- 
ting. Free and open to the public.For more 
information and/or a map, contact Diane 
Edstrom, visual arts professor, at ex. 3331 


Fall Tales Told at NECC 

She will have you at hello. When vet- 
eran storyteller Angela Klinger begins her 
narrative, the listener is transported to the 
worlds of myth, folklore, fairytale, and 
legend. Come and be regaled with mar- 
velous stories that touch upon a New 
England fall at Northern Essex 
Community College’s Life Long Learning 


Storyteller Angela Klinger comes to 
NECC on Sept. 25 


Program, on Thursday, Sept. 25, at 2 p.m. 
in the Library on the Haverhill campus. 


Klinger, a Salem, N.H., resident, 
founder of the Merrimack Valley 
Storytellers Guild and recent president of 
the League for the Advancement of New 
England Storytelling, weaves a story that 
captures all ages. 

This one-hour reprieve from life’s 
daily demands will leave the listener long- 
ing for more. 

Life Long Learning is a program for 
adults 50 and older, although the activities 
are open to students and individuals of all 
ages. The lecture series, which is open to 
the public, is held every Thursday. There 
is a $1 admission fee. 

For additional information contact 
Life Long Learning Program director 
Carol Duhart at 978-556-3825. 


One Stroke Painting will be offered 
on Fridays from | to 3:30, October 10 and 
17. Instructor Rich Little will be teaching 
the very popular Donna Dewbury tech- 
nique of painting using shading and high- 
lighting in one stroke. During the first 
week, participants will paint leaves and 
sunflowers and in the second week, they 
will decorate a teapot. The $40 fee 
includes $25 for materials. 
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The. Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT 


SWAMI), You AREN'T 
GoInG To TeRicK ME 
OUT OF MY Monty 
THIS TIME, WHAT 

ARE YOu OFFERIWG? 


OR THE MwoFuL SECRET 
BLISS OF ENLIGHTENED 
HoumneEess, 


I'M OFFERING THE 
HOLY BLISS oF SECRET 
ENLUIGKTENED MIOFUWESS 


OR THE SECRET OF 
BussFur HOLY MWOFYL 
ENLIGHTENMENT, 


OR THE ENLIGHTENED 
HOLINESS OF SecRET 
MiNDEUL BUSS. 


OR THE BUSSFUL 
MINDEuLWESS OF SECRET 
HOLY ENLIGHTENMENT, 


Dt 9 4A D Aww hy £9007 @ I4AVIIGWAS $3 YRLOSS SWIG L0OU-LI: 


OR THE ENLIGHTENED 
SECRET OF BLISSFUL 
HOLY MINDEULNESS, 


OR THE HOLY MiNnoFUL 
BUSS OF SECRET 
ENLIGHTENMENT, 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Frequently 
6 Declared 
10 Incite 
14 Secret 
15 Frank or Bronte 
16 Take apart 
17 Unworldly 
18 Got up 
19 Acquire 
20 Dodge model 
21 Clubs and 
diamonds 
23 Olympic runner 
Sebastian 
25 Allows to 
26 Arm or leg 
31 Particles 
35 Greek letter 
36 English noble 
37 Take a trip 
38 Wine cask 
39 of hand 
(dexterity) 
41 Pub potable 
42 Excuses 
44 Take the plunge 
45 Digit : ; 
46 Sped iy cetacean Pe 
47 Chemical 
cleanser 
49 Philosopher 6 Rani’s wrap 
Descartes 7 Soon 
51 WNW’s opposite 8 Shoe part 
52 Composure 9 Steel plow 


SMEIME) 7 
BOGHE HE 


57 Wight or Skye pioneer 


; 0} 
61 Lean to one 10 Masters cit 
side better statipicd s 
62 Alohain Parma _ 12 Polish prose 
63 Organic 13 Heavy weights 
compound 21 Soldier’s awards 
64 British composer 22 Golf-course 
Thomas employees 
65 Damage 24 Biased 
66 Object 26 Essence of 
67 Spellers’ roses 
contests 27 Singer Abdul 
68 Otherwise 28 Of Carthage 
69 Jacks and 29 Exist 
queens 30 Move smoothly 
32 Egg-shaped 
DOWN 33 Casaba or 
1 Frank and crenshaw 48 Japanese 55 I'mall _! 
honest 34 Winter entertainer 56 A few 


[<|oc [wi I ofw}2|—[<] 4) 


2 Emancipated 
3 Beginner: var. 37 “__ Company” 
4 Manifest 40 Hood's gun 
5 TV's “Science 43 Scolds 

Guy” Bill 47 Not guilty plea 


precipitation 50 Alcove 


52 Bacon quantity 

53 Trunk spare 

54 Serf of the Dark 
Ages 


58 Recipe direction 
59 Accept an 
1OU 


60 Units of work 
63 & the rest 
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Fashion of the 1960’s 


(KRT) The 1960s, now fondly 
remembered as the 20th Century’s 
most rebellious decade, didn’t start 
out that way. 

In the United States, the prim- 
and-proper looks of the 1950s seemed 
destined to linger well into the ‘60s, 
even with the glamorous Jacqueline 
Kennedy setting trends in the White 
House. But things were much dif- 
ferent on the other side of the Atlantic. 

There, a fashion storm was brew- 
ing, one that would revolutionize the 
notion of proper attire and set trends 
so appealing that they would be 
revived every few years, including 
this one, when designers from Marc 
Jacobs to Tommy Hilfiger mined 
styles from the ‘60s for their fall col- 
lections. 

The look was called mod, short 
for modern, because that’s what it 
was: clothes inspired by the short 
skirts, narrow pants and pointy boots 
that cool British teens were wearing. 

London designer Mary Quant was 
one of the first to recognize mod’s 
appeal. By 1961, she was selling 
miniskirts in her London shop. In a 
way, she was her generation’s Fubu, 
creating clothes for young people like 
herself. 

“The grown-ups sat around wait- 
ing for their prewar life to return and 
there was nothing for the young,” 
Quant said in a recent interview with 
the Associated Press. “We, the young, 
felt so fed up we just got up and did it 
ourselves and no one told us no.” 

While Quant was busy turning out 
miniskirts and crisp A-line dresses 
(see them at www.maryquant.co.uk), 
others were taking notice in Paris. 

Designer Andre Courreges creat- 
ed mod clothes for the high-fashion 
set, coming up with precisely cut 
dresses and suits trimmed with silver 
hardware and vinyl strips that gave 
them a space-age look. In famous 


photos from the ‘60s, Courreges’ 
clothes are shown on models wearing 
space helmets. 

When the styles finally made their 
way to the States, the effect was near- 
ly cataclysmic — and not just because 
the skirts showed lots of leg. 

“Look what we had come from — 
eras where our mothers told us what 
to wear, and we wore it,” says Sandy 
Schreier, metro Detroit fashion histo- 
rian and collector who modeled for 
Quant and other designers in the “60s. 
“And all of a sudden we were telling 
our mothers what we were going to 
wear and they in turn were copying 
the young kids. 

“Tt was a whole cultural phenom- 
enon, I think, because it represented a 
lot of things,” she says. “Not only a 
new look, but everything was new — 
new music, new hairstyles, new 
makeup.” 

And it was liberating. Short skirts 
and flat boots made it easy to stride 
with confidence. Women didn’t need 
girdles and garters anymore; they 
could wear thick tights. They didn’t 


even need bras; daring fashionistas 
went without. 

It was a time marked by high 
hopes and great expectations _ and 
that’s a big part of the reason mod 
clothes are back. 

“Mod is very much associated 
with youth and optimism, the whole 
idea of modernity and the happy face 
and being young and having fun,” 
says Valerie Steele, director of the 
Museum of the Fashion Institute of 
Technology in New York City. “That 
appeals to a lot of young people.” 

Not surprisingly, several New 
York designers who appeal to young 
customers invested heavily in mod 
looks for fall. Marc Jacobs presented 
an homage to Courreges in his high- 
priced signature collection, with 
crisply cut short skirts and dresses 
teamed with colorful tights. He did a 
toned-down version for his less-pricey 
Marc by Marc Jacobs line. 

Kenneth Cole dressed both men 
and women in graphic, black-and- 
white styles, filling his runway with 
miniskirts, lean turtlenecks, narrow 
pants and pointy-toed shoes and 
boots. He calls the mod looks “mod- 
ern classics.” 

And Tommy Hilfiger, well known 
for his love of everything about the 
“60s, also offered up a host of short 
skirts and skinny, three-button suits, 
along with perhaps the best dress of 
the fall season: a crisp A-line frock 
with short sleeves and a crew neck, 
done in white Neoprene. 

Young buyers probably won’t rec- 
ognize the cultural significance those 
short skirts and flat boots once had; 
they’ll simply see a cute look, Steele 
says. 

But for those of a certain age, mod 
represents all that was fun about fash- 
ion and style — and this fall, will be 
again. 


Weekly fashion advice 


Its time that we bring 
back the miniskirt! 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


Guys, what is 
hotter that a cutie 
girl in a 
miniskirt? 

So, | where 
have they gone? 
Come on girls it 
is time that we 
bring this trend back. 

Back in the early 60’s, 
miniskirts were everywhere. From 
the runways to the streets, it was all 
that you saw. In today’s world of 
fashion, all that I see on the streets 


trend has become instinct. 

However, I have come to help 
bring this trend back. Now, I am in 
no way telling all you girls to walk 
around with your panties hanging 
out everywhere. But there is a way 
to pull off this look with a bit of 
class and style. 

If you are going to go out and 
purchase a new skirt, there is one 
thing to keep in mind, it is possible 
to have too short of a skirt. Make 
sure that you leave at least three 
inches from the bottom of your butt 
to where your skirt ends. 

Another good thing to keep in 
mind is, depending on the material 
of the skirt how tight it should 
actually be. 

If you are wearing a jean skirt, 
it is a good idea to not have the 
skirt too tight. The material of a 
jean skirt is to tough and it will 
bunch up easily. Where as if you 


SS ces 


Guys, what is hotter that a cutie walking 
down the street in a miniskirt!...Its time 
we brought back this trend. 


are baggy pants and sweatshirts. 
This just will not do! 

There is nothing hotter that a 
beautiful girl walking down the 
street, full of confidence and poise 
in a tight miniskirt. However, this 


were wearing a cotton skirt it is ok 
to have it a little tighter because it 
won’t bunch up as much. 

If you keep all of this in mind 
next time you go shopping, you 
will be turning heads everywhere. 


(KRT) 

September 15-21, 2003 

Aries (March 21-April 20). Pay 
close attention to financial decisions 
and new business information this 
week. Late Tuesday changed records 
or an adjustment of figures may 
cause controversy. Respond quickly 
and expect officials to thoroughly 
examine paperwork. 

Taurus (April 21-May 20). 
Monday through Thursday cancelled 
business projects may trigger resent- 
ments between colleagues. Many 
Taureans will also encounter a sud- 
den promotion or revised deadline. If 
so, expect key officials to be unusu- 
ally focused on the success of adver- 
tising, publishing, information sys- 
tems or research. After Thursday a 
long-term friend needs to vent their 
social or romantic frustration. 
Advocate an improved lifestyle. 
Dramatic changes will prove neces- 
sary. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Over 
the next few days romantic invita- 
tions will be difficult to resist. New 
intimacy and rekindled love are now 
on the rise: expect quick flirtations 
and passionate overtures from poten- 
tial lovers. Many Geminis will also 
experience a sharp increase in insight 
and wisdom, Watch dreams and intu- 
itions closely for indications of 
changing family _ relationships. 
Friends and relatives will be support- 


ive of bold decisions: don’t hesitate 
to propose or examine complex 
home solutions. 


Cancer (June 22-July 22). Close 
friends or lovers may this week test 
your recent statements or promises. 
Areas strongly affected are family 
obligations, traditional values or loy- 
alties between loved ones. Don’t be 
unnerved: romantic trust, open dis- 
cussions in the home and shared 
goals will soon return. After 
Thursday watch also for an official or 
older colleague to admit to a major 
miscalculation. Avoid public debate, 
if possible: co-workers and mentors 
may react poorly to constructive crit- 
icism. 

Leo (July 23-August 22). Team 
loyalty and confidence are important 
to co-workers this week. Before 
Wednesday expect revised job roles 
and new assignments to trigger 
minor resentments. Provide concrete 
suggestions and gentle leadership: at 
present, others may need to privately 
re-affirm their daily goals or expecta- 
tions. Later this week spend extra 
time with romantic partners or loved 
ones. Someone close may not fully 
understand your recent interest in 
new or eotic social activities. 

Virgo (August 23-September 
22). A difficult relationship may this 
week require unusual diplomacy. 
Over the next few days boldly 
expressed opinions will strain long- 
term friendships. Avoid the role of 


mediator, if possible, and remind 
loved ones to remain silent. After 
Friday new romantic involvement 
and sudden social invitations are 
unavoidable. Expect lovers and 
friends to offer encouragement, sup- 
port and wisdom. 

Libra (September 23-October 
23). Business and financial demands 
now increase. Beginning early 
Tuesday, and lasting over the next 7 
weeks, expect work partners .to 
demand fast results and clarified 
records. For many Librans this will 
involve a quick reshuffling of paper- 
work or a revised definition of duties. 
Research projects and information 
systems may require special atten- 
tion: ask for detailed instructions. 
Late Saturday social plans may be 
unexpectedly cancelled. Stay alert. 

Scorpio (October 24-November 
21). Light romance and sensuality 
may soon create a powerful new 
direction in your life. Early this week 
loved ones may reveal a complicated 
love affair or physical attraction. 
Unattached Scorpios may find that a 
close friend challenges their roman- 
tic interests or offers unreliable infor- 
mation. Don’t be derailed: over the 
next 8 days the emotional reactions 
of loved ones will eventually reveal 
private doubts or lingering regrets. 
Remain silent and wait for clarity. 

Sagittarius (November 22- 
December 21). Sentimentality is a 
strong influence this week. Before 


Thursday expect friends and lovers 
to be highly focused on past accom- 
plishments or outdated relationships. 
Some Sagittarians may also 
encounter the return of an old friend 
or lover. If so, avoid the emotional 
seduction of kind words or repeated 
patterns: this is not a good time to 
ignore present romantic or social 
responsibilities. 

Capricorn (December 22- 
January 20). Early Tuesday a close 
friend may be unusually distracted 
by a new love interest or workplace 
flirtation. Romantic promises are 
positive but also premature: expect 
quick social reversals over the next 7 
days. Wait for reliable public state- 
ments. After Thursday new business 
information arrives without warning: 
financial availability, sources of 
funding or long-term profits may all 
be affected 

Aquarius (January 21-February 
19) Introduce positive attitudes and 
fresh activities into the workplace 
this week, if possible. Over the next 
7 days colleagues and friends may 
feel unappreciated or challenged by 
new business roles. Social networks 
will soon prove invaluable; this is the 
right time to arrange group events or 
end the isolation of a shy co-worker. 
After Saturday rest, discuss home 
renovations with loved ones and plan 
short-term financial strategies. A 
realistic time schedule for large pur- 
chases is needed. 


Pisces (February 20-March 20). 
Monday through Thursday a friend 
or lover may wish to discuss past 
family events. Although group dis- 
putes are easily resolved, loved ones 
may still feel privately discouraged. 
Offer emotional support but avoid 
acting as mediator: social negotia- 
tions will not prove reliable. After 
Friday employment contracts or new 
business projects may be postponed. 


If your birthday is this week ... 
Minor health irritations affecting the 
circulation, skin or upper chest will 
soon fade. After almost 8 weeks of 
fluctuating physical vitality and com- 
plex social demands, a new era of 
optimism, group acceptance and con- 
fidence is now due to arrive. Over the 
next few weeks watch for a steady 
increase in romantic, social and cre- 
ative interests. . Mid-November 
through January 11th also accented 
unexpected and passionate love 
affairs. Enjoy unique encounters but 
wait for predictable promises: new 
relationships may be temporarily 
unreliable. Controversial business 
practices, new employment propos- 
als and revised career strategies are 
highlighted for much of 2004. 
Remain dedicated to established 
goals and all will be well. 
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When is it going too far to look beautiful? 


Women believe that 
to be attractive you 
have to look 

a certain way 


impossible for 95 percent of women 
to obtain. Yet, these publications 
thrust it in your face, 
causing many 

women to believe 
that to be attractive 
you have to look a, 
certain way. 

Many women 
take extreme steps to . 
look’ the way they 

In the world believe that they. are 
we live in today, supposed to, from going 
instead of putting under the knife to’starv- 
an emphasis on ing themselves. This is an 

“intelligence and unnecessar, — superfluous 
personality, We and possibly dangerous 
put it on beauty way to make yourself look 
and body images. “petter.” 

Looking down These women have teams 
upon women who are not the perfect oF 19 to 15 people working on 
size 5 causes many women to go to them, fixing their hair, and 
drastic measures to meet this stan- doing their makeup. I don’t 
dard of beauty. 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion &Fittness Editor 


know about you, but when I 
wake up in the 
morning, by 
6 6 don’t have a 
team of profes- 


sional makeup 


Magazines and television viii; waiting to 


protray an idea of beauty that — work on me! 

* . * I am not say- 
is impossible for most ing that these 
women to obtain. women should not 


be on television or 
on the covers of 
magazines, — but 


In magazines and television, the we should be subjected to 
idea of beauty that is portrayed is viewing. The 


airbrushed to look perfect and self or in anyway altering your 

flawless. appearance to look a certain way is at 
With all the new fad diets and all necessary. You should be happy 

plastic surgery out there for peo- _ with what you were given. 

ple to try; it makes you believe There is nothing wrong. with 

that you HAVE to look like'the — wanting to look and feel your best. 

next Tyra 

Banks, which is ; 

almost impos- So eles eee 

sible to 

achieve. 


There is The magazines should also 
a way to show real women on their 
look good . 
with out covers, women with curves 
jeopardiz- ° . 
ing yor  &nd imperfections. 
health 
an’’d 
your 
happi- 
ness. It is one thing However, when this idea is causing 
to go to the gym women to starve and go to extreme 
three or four times measures to obtain this idea of beau- 
a week to make _ ty, something has to change. 
sure you are fit You have to take the time to look 
and healthy. Or in the mirror and be happy with what 
getting your yousee. There is ABSOLUTELY no 
hair and nails reason that you should change or 
done, and alter you appearance just because 
buying nice you feel that you have to. 
clothing, to There will always be someone 
look nicely. that you think is better looking or 
However many thinner, no matter how much dieting 
women are taking it to the you do. There comes a time when 
extremes. you have to say, when is enough, 
I do think that people should take enough? 


magazines 


should also show real pride in their appearance and how 
women on their covers, women _ they present themselves. However, in 


that is not all that with curves and imperfections, not no way do I think that starving your- 


Study Skills 


Learn useful strategies to make your 
study time more productive — 


PartI Friday, Sept. 12 Noon — 1:00 


Part II Friday, Sept. 19 Noon — 1:00 


For registration and room location 


Contact the Career Development Center 


C 300 or 978.556.3722 
Sponsored by The Women’s Network 


The NECC Women’s Network presents 


} Women's | Discussion 
Book | Gr 

Gop 

“aes 


The Secret Life of Bees: A Novel 


(New York Times Best Seller) 
by Sue Monk Kidd 


Wednesday, October 29, 2003 
Noon — 1:30 p.m. 


Please call 978.556.3722 
for reservations and 
room location 
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NECC fall teams 
need additional 
participants 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


The sports of cross country and 
volleyball are worlds apart by nature, 
yet a common trait is similarly hin- 
dering both NECC teams in these 
early days of fall—a lack of student 
participation. 

With season openers arriving this 
weekend, the men and women cross 
country téams currently each carry 
just one roster member while the vol- 
leyball team holds just four mem- 
bers, two players shy of what it needs 
to field a team. 

More than six players are actual- 
ly necessary in order to sport a solid 
volleyball campaign, noted NECC 
athletic director and volleyball head 
coach Sue MacAvoy. 

“We could go with six, but then if 
someone gets injured our season is 
over,” MacAvoy said. “It would be 
nearly impossible to have just a six- 
person roster because students have 
work and classes and things always 
come up (to make them unavailable 
for games). We'd definitely need 
more than just the six because we 
have to have six players on the court 
during games and if we only had six, 
there’s no way they’d all be able to 
make it to all the games.” 

There are several reasons for the 
shortage of athletes signing up for 
volleyball—not knowing about the 
team, commitment worries and hav- 
ing an abundance of other obliga- 
tions, to name a few—but perhaps 
the biggest issues holding back 


potential players are eligibility fac- 
tors. Under Massachusetts 
Community College Athletic 
Conference rule, varsity teams must 
be comprised entirely of-full time 
students. 

If more players do not sign up 
soon (opening day is scheduled for 
this Saturday), MacAvoy may be 
forced to bring the team into “club” 
status, in which case part time stu- 
dents would be welcome to come 
aboard. 

“Under club status, we'd still 
play a varsity schedule, but there’d 
be no. eligibility requirements. 
Students could be taking one class 
and they could still play, and we 
wouldn’t have to look at their 
grades,” said MacAvoy. 

Club status would automatically 
eliminate the Knights from playoff 
contention, but that doesn’t bode 
much relevance for community col- 
lege volleyball teams in 
Massachusetts. 

“There wouldn’t be any postsea- 
son under club status, that’s the down 
side of it. But in volleyball that’s not 
necessarily a big deal because vol- 
leyball doesn’t have any champi- 
onship game. There’s only two com- 
munity colleges in Massachusetts 
that have volleyball so there is no 
tournament,” MacAvoy explained. 

“There’s nothing playoff-wise 
that we'd be playing for anyway, but 
it would be nice to have varsity status 
for our players to come here and for 
other colleges to see us, etc. 

“What it comes down to is that it 
would be better to have ten or 12 
players on the team and be able to 
have more people participate and get 
the enjoyment of playing a college 
sport, rather than having six players 
with the potential of wondering 
‘what’s going to happen’ on a day-to- 


Jared Pendak photo 


The newest member of NECC cross country is Leslie Gautreaux 


of Lawrence. 


ew Players Wanted 


Jared Pendak photo 


The NECC Knights volleyball team will need additional players to meet requirements for a season. 
From left to right: Valerie Froburg, asst. coach Jenn Belcher and Stephanie Scolaro. 


day basis.” 

Lone returnee Rachael 
Manamanus along with newcomer 
freshmen Yolanda Santiago, 
Stephanie Scolaro, Elia Nieves and 
sophomore Valerie Froberg were the 
team’s only players at press time. 
Any other women interested in varsi- 
ty volleyball participation with guar- 
anteed playing time are urged to 
reach MacAvoy at 978-556-3820 or 
to stop by her office in room D119 in 
the Sport and Fitness Center. A 
reminder to mothers: your kids are 
welcome to attend practice. 

A lack of athletes doesn’t affect 
Dawn Caputo’s cross country pro- 
gram quite as much. Though it needs 
at least five athletes to be considered 
a “team,” single runners have repre- 
sented the college individually in the 
past. 

“The first two years we ran the 

program, we had one athlete,” 
Caputo noted. “Whether we have one 
athlete or ten, it is still the same pro- 
gram.” 
Like Knights volleyball, the low 
turnout of cross country runners is a 
result of several factors. A number of 
last year’s seven-member squad 
either transferred to a different 
school, graduated, or moved away 
from the area. 

“Every year is a different year. I 
can’t control who moves, who is part 
time, who is eligible or not. There 
have been eight people who contact- 
ed me but are part time students (and 
thus ineligible). Next year, I believe 
that some of those will run and repre- 
sent the college,” said Caputo. 

Many experienced runners are 
drawn elsewhere due to the absence 
of a track and field program at 
NECC. 

“No doubt not having a track 
program impacts _ participation. 
Recruits always ask if we have track. 
(Dedicated runners) want to run three 


seasons. We don’t have that so | 
believe that contributes to the diffi- 
culty of getting people to come 
here,” Caputo said. “Also, individu- 
als who ran cross country in high 
school are just not on campus. I have 
checked, last and this year, every ath- 
lete that competed in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire and they are not 
here. 

“T focus on what I have and not 
on what I don’t.” 


Gautreaux newest cross 
country member 


The Knights’ women’s cross 
country program welcomed its first 
athlete of the early season recently as 
freshman Leslie Gautreaux joined 
and will be compete in upcoming 
meets. 

The 21-year old Gautreaux, a 
native of the Dominican Republic, 
moved to Washington, D.C., in 1997 
Before coming to Lawrence and reg- 
istering at NECC, she served the 
nation in the Army, where she gained 
running experience with two-mile 
drills every other day for one year. 

“J wanted to (run cross country) 
so I could get involved more in 
school activities besides classes,” 
said Gautreaux, who is studying 
architecture and hopes to eventually 
transfer to UMass Lowell. “This will 
be a great way to stay physically fit. 
I want to get involved in basketball 
as well in order to stay in shape so 
next fall I'll be more ready than 
now.” 

Due to her limited experience, 
Gautreaux may be held off from the 
first potential meet and continue 
training to develop sufficient athletic 
form before competing. 

“Leslie ~has great potential,” 
complemented coach Caputo. “She 
has some time to get in shape. It will 
be fun to see how she does and how 


much she improves during the course 
of the season. If she returns next year, 
she will know the preparation she 
needs to do in the off-season and will 
improve dramatically from a perfor- 
mance standpoint.” 


Bartholomew shows 


marked improvement 


Men’s cross country returnee 
Steve Bartholomew, currently the 
squad’s lone representative, has 
made significant strides in prepara- 
tion for the upcoming season, which 
opens this Friday at the Daniel 
Webster Invitational. He is more fit 
for competition at the college level, 
mostly in thanks to a commitment to 
offseason training: 

“Steve is several weeks ahead of 
where he was last year. He came into 
the season having run during the lat- 
ter part of the summer,” said Caputo. 
“He knows most of the meets and 
courses that he will be competing on 
so that will help improve his perfor- 
mance this season.” 

“I’m definitely ahead of where I 
was last year at this point because I 
started preparing so late last season,” 
said Bartholomew, who ran four 
years of track and was a three-year 
cross country athlete at Pentucket 
Regional High School. “I was way 
behind last year because I hadn’t 
been running over the summer at all 
and started maybe two weeks after 
everyone else on the team. This year 
I started (training) two weeks before 
the season started so I’m definitely in 
better shape than I was last year. For 
instance, I ran up hills this year at 
about the same time as last year. This 
year | did four hills and last year I 
couldn’t even do two.” 

Bartholomew was a second team 
All District selection a year ago and 
is eager to reach greater achieve- 
ments this season. 
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Should Grady Little manage 
the Red Sox next season? 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


For a Red Sox team that has 
suffered the consequences of 
over-inflated egos diminishing 
team chemistry in recent seasons, 
there is no better personality for 
the manager job than the casual 
demeanor of Grady Little. 

Fans and the media have 
understandably questioned some 
of Little’s decisions, i.e. giving 
the day off to superstars Manny 
Ramirez and Nomar Garciaparra 
on the same day for one game, as 
well as his widely unsuccessful 
“closer by committee” theory 
earlier this season. Questionable 
decisions, however, are 
inevitable in a 162-game Major 
League Baseball season. Bring in 
the most popular and renowned 
managers in the game, say, a Lou 
Pinella, and not only will he 
eventually get into quarrels with 
the front office, some of his deci- 
sions will be just as unnerving as 
those made by Little. 

The Red Sox have proven 
throughout the 2003 season that , 
with the abundance of talent they 
posess, they’re capable of reach- 
ing the playoffs for the first time 
since 1999. 

If they keep negativity from 
surfacing amongst the heads in 
the clubhouse, their postseason 
aspirations may actually come 
into fruition, and the levelheaded 
Little has been perfect in keeping 
the peace. He’s done well to keep 
small controversies, such as 
Ramirez’ sighting at a bar while 
“sick,” from affecting the team’s 
healthy but fragile collective psy- 
che. 

That’s not to mention that 94 
wins a year ago coupled with the 
team’s current playoff surge bode 
well for his credentials. 

Grady Little should be back 
next season. 


By DAviID WILLIS 
Editor 


Now, I’m not going to say 
that the Red Sox should fire man- 
ager Grady Little right now, that 
would be stupid, since the Sox are 
firmly in the Wild Card race. 

But with that said, if the Sox 
do miss the playoffs, it’s Mr. Little 
who has to take a great deal of the 
blame. 

Grady has made a number of 
very questionable decisions over 
the course of the season that have, 
I don’t want to say cost the team 
wins, but made it much more dif- 
ficult for the Sox to win a few 
games. 

Bad decision number one: 
management of the bullpen. Now I 
know that the ill-fated “bullpen by 
committee” was partially GM 
Theo Epstein’s idea, but Grady’s 
the manager and makes the deci- 
sions during the game. If Dennis 
Eckersley says the manager is 
misusing the bullpen, as Eck has 
numerous times over the course of 
the season, then it must be true. He 
should have known that the likes 
of Chad Fox, Bob Howery and 
Ramiro Mendoza weren’t going to 
be a solution in the final innings of 
a close game. 

Bad decision number two: 
when to sit players. 

When a player is hot, the man- 
ager should let him keep going 
right? Well to Grady Little, that’s 
the right time to give him a day 
off. 

Little also does not seem to 
know when to pinch-hit, and even 
worse, pinch run. Grady, let me 
help you out a little. Using 
Damian Jackson to run for Doug 
Mirabelli with one out in the ninth 
at second is a good idea. But 
putting in Lou Merloni to run for 
David Ortiz at third with two outs 
in the seventh is a bad idea. You 
should never run for a guy at third 
base, and Merloni isn’t even fast. 


First-ever Observer Sports 
section ‘Poll and Response’ 


HEY! 


If you have an opinion concerning the Patriots’ release of veteran 
safety Lawyer Milloy, here’s your chance to be heard. Along with your 
poll answer, send along a response (250 words or less) expressing your 
take on the loss of the former Pats defensive captain. 

Selected reader responses will be published in the next issue of the 


Observer. 


Please be sure to include your poll answer (a., b., c., or d.) as well as 
your full name and major with your response. Thanks, sports fans! 
Send all entries to jdpendak@excite.com. 


Poll question: 


How much will the loss of Lawyer Milloy hurt the Patriots? 


a. Very much 
b. Somewhat 
c. Not that much 


d. Not at all 


Mulloy gone, time to move on 


Departure of New 
England safety was 
two-way decision 


One of the 
last relics from 
New. England’s 
Super Bowl team 
of 1996 has been 
suddenly stripped 
from the Patriots’ 
lineup, and I’m 


of linebacker Ted Johnson. 

Lawyer Milloy was a four-time 
pro bowler and team co-captain, but 
he was much more than that for New 
England. 

An irreplaceable emotional team 
leader, as well as one of the most 
intelligent players on the team, 
Milloy was a bona fide staple on the 
Patriots defense. With his trademark 
flying upper body tackles and iron 
willed prowess, Milloy encompassed 
the Patriots’ team concept of  strin- 
gency and toughness with the heart 
of a champion. 

The transaction happened two 
weeks ago and it still feels surreal. 
Most fans will likely never forget 
where they were when they abruptly 
learned that Milloy was no longer a 
Patriot. To make matters all the more 
horribly worse, three days before 


kickoff he was a member of the 
Buffalo Bills, along with former 
Patriots Drew Bledsoe and Sam 
Gash, who annihilated the Pats, 31-0, 
in the season opener. As if the score 
wasn’t bad enough, seeing Milloy 
sack Tom Brady in the second quar- 
ter was flat out painful, a swift and 
powerful blow to the soul of Patriots 
Nation. 

Why _ Lawyer, 
Belichick, why? 


———§4-——_ 


The transaction 
happened two 
weeks ago and it 
still feels surreal. 


why _ Bill 


Of course, we’re all well aware 
of the reason Milloy now wears the 
colors of a division opponent. 

Money. 

Milloy signed a contract in 2000 
that granted him $15 million over 
four years. In order to oblige, the 
Patriots would’ve had to have paid 
him $4.5 million this season, which 
would have made him by far the 
highest paid safety in football while 
putting the team over the NFL-man- 
dated salary cap. Negotiations to 
restructure Milloy’s deal began as 
early as last April, but the two sides 
could never reach an agreement. The 
Patriots wanted his salary at $3 mil- 


lion, which is around the average for 
NFL safeties while Milloy and his 
agent, Carl Poston, who one source 
called “notorious” for budging spar- 
ingly in contract negotiations, 
wouldn’t accept lower than $3.6 mil- 
lion. 

It was, essentially, that $0.6 mil- 
lion--pocket change in pro sports-- 
that was the difference in causing 
Milloy to leave New England. 
Couldn’t Belichick have done some- 
thing to keep him? Cut a few lower 
caliber players? Sell hot gogs for 
half a season at Gillette Stadium? 
Anything? 

Apparently not. 

Milloy’s departure ran course on 
a two-way street, however. Other 
long-time Patriots, such as Johnson 
and Willie McGinist, have taken 
sizeable pay cuts to remain Patriots. 
The others may not have market val- 
ues quite as high as Milloy’s, but 
their financial sacrifices nontheless 
spoke highly of their loyalty to the 
organization and their decisions ulti- 
mately paid off with Super Bowl 
Rings at the end of 2001. 

Milloy was going to be rich for 
the rest of his life, whether he contin- 
ued his career here or anywhere else. 
So unless you exclude skipping town 
for deeper pockets from your idea of 
sports-world betrayal, Milloy should 
very well be seen as a “traitor” 
among Boston sports fans. 

As much as it burns to say this 
about a tremendous competitor who 
started 106 consecutive games for 
the Patriots, Lawyer Milloy is now 
the enemy. 


New England pro sports 


Patriots: Following the dismal opener at Buffalo, the Pats earned their first 
victory of the season in impressive fashion on Sunday with a 31-10 win 
against Philadelphia on the road. Tom Brady through three touchdown passes 
and Tedy Bruschi returned an interception 17 yards for a fourth quarter touch- 
down to ice the win. New England plays its first home game this Sunday — 
against the New York Jets before FING the road again to poy at Washington 


oe 28. 


Brcaicne Bane Anas has pelbed. the Celtics sign draft picks Marcus Banks, 


son Oct. 8 sguinst Detroit at vioneaane Sun Arena i in n Uncanevile, ee 


Red Sox: At press time (Sept. 15), Boston was 86-62 eee held a 1/2-game 


lead over Seattle in the wild card race while trailing New York by 5 /2 games 
in the A.L. East. The Sox have 12 games remaining in the regular season-- 
four against Tampa Bay and Baltimore and three against Cleveland—a 
team hopes: to qualify for the payor for the first time in four 


Bruins: New coach Mike Sullivan takes over a a Boston te; 
seventh in the Eastern Conference Le to eventual Stanle : 


hopes to make a full recovery from. 
veteran goalie Felix (The Cat) Potvi 


Kendrick Perkins and Brandon Hunter, and resign center Mark Nene and oo 
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Photo Essay 


My seven months working at Disney World 


KELLY SMITH 
Contributing Reporter 


For seven months I ate, drank and 
slept Disney. If you’re thinking I’m 
just an overgrown kid that falls asleep 
to the “Beauty and the Beast” sound- 
track, you’re wrong, but not that far 
off. I was one of the more than 2,000 
college students who went down to 
Disney World and interned for half a 
year. 

After a ton of paperwork and an 
interview, I got a letter offering a 
position working merchandise in 
what would turn out to be the Magic 
Kingdom’s “Splash Mountain” exit 
shop. When January came around, | 
packed up my Nissan and booted it 
south. 

Disney World is a crazy place, 
and it’s hardcore 
about how you 
look and act. They 
go as far as having 
a “Disney look 
book” which tells 
you what is accept- 
able and what’s 
not. The parks are 
completely family 
oriented, and being 
that it’s where 
“magic lives,” they were a little strict 
with your appearance and attitude. 
Being nice isn’t something I had to 
really work at—it’s hard to be sullen 
when a little girl comes up to you and 
asks for your autograph, or if you can 
go on the ride with her and her fami- 
ly. Though to other C.P.’s (college 
program kids), wearing a smile all 
day was a job in itself. 

I only sold ride photos for a 
month or so (thank god it was only a 
month) before my four 20-something 
year old managers decided to let me 
head up to the Magic Moments, and I 
conned them into letting me handle 
the VIP’s. My days consisted of giv- 
ing stuff away, playing games, read- 
ing at “Story Time” and putting 
celebrities on the ride. Honestly 
though, I wouldn’t call deleting 
Mariah’s picture, or listening to Good 
Charlotte sing an Aerosmith song 
work. I got to meet some really cool 
people, and heard some great stories. 


hate it. 
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People either love 
the program or 


I definitely got lucky in the job 
aspect. I’m not going to sugarcoat it. 
The jobs range from being “friends” 
with a character (a.k.a. being a char- 
acter) to sweeping up Hollywood 
Blvd. at MGM studios after the 
parade. Your experience will be total- 
ly shaped by the job you have. 

Working was only a small part of 
my life as a C. P. Disney set us up in 
some pretty nice apartments right off 
the property. There were a couple 
pools, hot tubs (which were once fea- 
tured in an article of Penthouse) gyms 
and more. The complex security was 
always driving around in their golf 
carts, but unless you were doing 
something severely crazy, they kept 
to themselves. 

By far the best thing about doing 
the internship was the people | met. 
Everybody was cho- 
sen for the program 
because of his or her 
personality. All the 
students who 
matriculated south 
had something to 
offer, and were 
extremely outgoing. 
I made some amaz- 
ing friends who 
came from diverse 
backgrounds, and | 
love them all. Whether we were 
downtown, at Pleasure Island (seven 
clubs in Downtown Disney), playing 
at one of the parks or just hanging 
around the apartment complex, it was 
always a good time. 

People either loved their program 
or hated it. My friends, my five room- 
mates, my managers (who were once 
C.P’s) all loved it. I miss walking 
through the tunnels of the Magic 
Kingdom and being hugged by Sully 
from Monsters Inc. I miss seeing 
Cinderella’s castle change colors in 
the clear Florida nights. I miss play- 
ing with babies while they waited in 
line. I kept a journal during my 
internship, and I wanted to leave you 
with this quote. “The magic wasn’t 
created by the big furry costumes or 
the rides, but by the amazing people 
that came to Disney with a childlike 
awe and a sparkle in their eye and 
continue to see the park for what it is, 
the place where magic lives.” 


Oh no, Kelly is being eaten by a giant dragon. Wait, it’s 
just a prop, but still scary. 
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Real monks on Splash Mountain, a sight not often seen. 
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Since it is where ‘magic lives,’ they 
were a little strict with your appear- 
ance and attitude. 


photo courtesy of Kelly Smith 
Kelly (second from right) and the girls take some time off from working at their post 
at Splash Mountain. 


